SOUTH BRENTWOOD NEWS April 2018
Newsletter of the South Brentwood Residents Association (SBRA)
149 South Barrington Ave. #194, Los Angeles, CA 90049 • Tel. (310) 281-8566
For information, visit: SouthBrentwood.org
Photo by Roberta Klein

South Brentwood Residents Association
Welcomes you to our

42nd Annual Meeting

If you live in a single-family
home in South Brentwood...

Thursday, April 26, 2018
Tenth Church of Christ, Scientist
1133 South Bundy (Across from Ralphs)

6:00 pm - Welcome & Reception
If you live in a condo
anywhere in Brentwood...

Meet Government Agency Reps, Local Organizations and SBRA Sponsors

7:00-8:30 pm - Annual Meeting
We Thank Our Generous Sponsors for Making this Program Possible

If you live in an apartment
anywhere in Brentwood...

Elyse Arbour, Rodeo Realty • Baltaire Restaurant
Brü Haus • Eyesite Optometric Group • Caruso
Go Graphics & Printing Company

Panel Discussion -

Moderated

by

Jeff Hall, Founding P ublisher, Brentwood News

Focus On The Future
Building a Better L.A.

Ben Allen, CA State Senator - Senate District 26
u Mike Bonin, LA Councilmember - Council District 11
u Thomas L. Safran, Chairman, Thomas Safran & Associates
u Dr. Scott Sale, Founder, Safe Parking LA
u

South Brentwood Residents Association represents residents who live
south of San Vicente, north of Wilshire, east of Centinela, and west of Federal,
as well as ALL residents living in multi-unit dwellings anywhere in Brentwood.

Incoming President David Holtzman’s Message
I’m very much looking forward
to serving our community as
your next SBRA president.
SBRA has a great record of
informing our public officials
and neighbors about our community’s concerns and advocating
specific actions when appropriPhoto by Jim Clouet
ate. It’s an honor to be asked to
build on that history and on the hard work of SBRA’s
board members, advisors, and volunteers. I plan to help
keep the lines of communication open and continue
the close contact between South Brentwood residents
and local government. My years of active membership in the League of Women Voters of Los Angeles, where I served as president from 2009-2013, has
taught me much about city government - which I am
sure will be helpful in my new role as president of
the SBRA.

As I transition into my role as president, I’ll be keeping
an eye out for issues SBRA can work on. We’ve all got
such issues, right? To start, I’ll tell you mine. And then,
along with the rest of the SBRA Board, I’ll listen to
yours. Some of the process can probably be done on our
Facebook page. My biggest issue is peace and quiet.
And all the construction that is going on these days is
driving me nuts! Perhaps we can find some way to limit
the noise and construction traffic, especially on weekends. Another issue for me is the walling off of front
yards with impenetrable hedges and fences.
OK, now what are your issues?
Let us know by leaving your comments on SBRA’s
comment page at southbrentwood.org/contact
Thanks for participating in your community association!
- David Holtzman

Outgoing President Maya Davis Shemer’s Message
I have really enjoyed being a
part of South Brentwood Residents Association these past
couple of years, and especially
being the President this year. I
have loved being more closely
connected with my community
and this has been such a great

experience. Even though I will no longer be the President,
I will continue to be an active member of the SBRA Board.
David Holtzman, a longtime Brentwood resident and active community member, is going to be our next President
and we are fortunate to have him. I thank you all for this
opportunity.
- Maya Davis Shemer

Find SBRA Online 24/7
Our mission is to keep you informed about what is of interest
to everyone who lives, works or plays in our community, so
keep your finger on the pulse of South Brentwood.

• Check Out Our Website, at: SouthBrentwood.org
• Like us on Facebook, at:

SouthBrentwoodResidentsAssociation

• Sign Up to Receive our Emails that Alert You to Special Events and Breaking News
Pertinent to Greater Brentwood, at: southbrentwood.org/email-sign-up

Share Your Concerns and Good News with Us.

Meet Our Slate of Candidates for Board of Directors
Our Membership Will Vote on the Proposed 2018 SBRA Board of Directors at the Annual General Meeting
PRESIDENT: David Holtzman
David Holtzman is a public health professional
who moved to South Brentwood in 1997 and
has lived here or in West Los Angeles ever
since. He has served as a condo association
president, public safety chair of the West Los
Angeles Neighborhood Council, and President of the League of
Women Voters of Los Angeles. From volunteer civic activism,
David is well acquainted with City Hall. His recent professional
career includes work as an environmental consultant specializing in air quality and the California Environmental Quality
Act, and a term on the Hearing Board at the South Coast AQMD.

1st Vice PRESIDENT: Elyse Arbour
Elyse has held the position of 1st or 2nd Vice
President for nine years; has been a Board
of Directors Member for 16 years and an
SBRA Member for 18 years. She chairs the
New Neighbor Welcoming Committee, has
been a member or chair of the Annual General Meeting committee for nine years and also serves as a
Brentwood Community Council alternate for South Brentwood. Elyse is a real estate agent with Rodeo Realty in Brentwood and a member of the WLA Chamber of Commerce. She
has again generously agreed to be one of our SBRA Sponsors
and a Newsletter advertiser this year. Please read more about
her business on page 16.

2nd Vice PRESIDENT: Lauren Cole
Lauren grew up in Los Angeles and has been
living in the South Brentwood/West LA area
for over 25 years. She has been an SBRA
Member for the past several years, focusing
on transportation issues. She also serves as the
Transportation Representative to the Brentwood Community
Council. When she is not working on neighborhood issues she
runs a strategy consulting firm focusing on media companies,
Cole Media (colemediala.com).

3rd Vice PRESIDENT: Susan Hirsch
Susan Hirsch is a native of Southern California
and has been a resident of Brentwood for 52
years. She joined the SBRA Board of Directors
shortly after moving to South Brentwood
eight years ago. Community service has been
a theme throughout her life, beginning with membership in a
girls’ community service club in Manhattan Beach where she
grew up. Since retiring from a career of research in Geriatric
Medicine at UCLA, she enjoys travel, t`ai chi, ikebana,
assisting with research projects at UCLA and, of course, her
family, not necessarily in that order.

TREASURER: Adrianne Bacci
A resident of South Brentwood for 25 years,
Adrianne is an experienced professional with
expertise in accounting operations and software training and consulting. After a year as
an SBRA Advisory member, in 2017 Adrianne added her expert skills to the treasurer’s
office. Theater and dance have been lifetime passions, and
she is still active in ballet.

SECRETARY: Alisa M. Morgenthaler
Alisa is a resident of South Brentwood and the
owner of the Morgenthaler Law Group, Inc., a
law firm also located in South Brentwood that
specializes in providing litigation services to
local businesses. She has been practicing law
for over 30 years. Alisa is also the President
of the Board of Directors of the Mayfield Gardens Townhomes
Association in South Brentwood, the alternate multi-family representative to the Board of the Brentwood Community Council
and a long-time Board member of the LARC Foundation, which
owns and operates residential and vocational facilities for developmentally disabled adults in Santa Clarita, CA. Alisa is also
legal counsel for SBRA.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:
Maya Davis Shemer
Maya has been a Brentwood resident since
2010. She is currently a Family Nutritional
Consultant, practices yoga, is on the PTA at
Franklin Elementary School, has volunteered
with Project Angel Food, and does all she
can to support LoveLiv as well as A Foundation Building
Strength (AFBS), the only non-profit worldwide dedicated to
finding treatment for Nemaline Myopathy. Maya and her husband are parents to two young boys, who are 4th generation
Brentwood natives! Maya and her family are also the proud
caregivers to a dog, five chickens, two hamsters and a turtle!

The SBRA Thanks Our
PRESIDENTS EMERITI
Marylin Krell • Jackie Raymond
Bette Harris • Marie Lewis
LEGAL COUNSEL
Alisa Morgenthaler

Meet Our Slate of Candidates for Board of Directors
Our Membership Will Vote on the Proposed 2018 SBRA Board of Directors at the Annual General Meeting
DIRECTOR: Len Blum

DIRECTOR: Pam Taylor

Len has served for ten years as an SBRA board member and
Land Use Committee member. Since 2009, Len has been a
Brentwood Community Council Member-at-Large representative and alternate as well as a member of the BCC Land Use
Committee. Originally from Connecticut, Len is an experienced real estate lawyer with expertise in condominium development and ownership. His interests include government,
politics, baseball, the Dodgers and his eight grandchildren.

Active on the SBRA board since 1994, Pam has served as
SBRA Vice President and also as Secretary. She chairs the
SBRA Audit and Bylaws Committees. Pam is a member of
the Los Angeles Conservancy, which is dedicated to architectural preservation, serves in a leadership position at Brentwood Presbyterian Church, and supports Beagle Freedom
Project, an organization that rescues beagles used in research
laboratories.

DIRECTOR: Pamela Brown

DIRECTOR: Merri Huang

Pamela has lived in Brentwood for the past 23 years where she
can often be seen walking her dogs, Harley & Finley, around
the neighborhood. As well as being a realtor, she has been
actively involved in serving Brentwood as a member of the
SBRA’s Advisory Board for several years. She is also a member of the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).
She is dedicated to helping others and her passion for service
includes volunteering & fundraising - Make-A-Wish, Eloise
Rescue, CHLA, SPCA-LA, St. Jude, USO and ASPCA just to
name a few. PamelaBrown.bhhscalifornia.com

In 2001, the firm Merri worked for moved to an office in
South Brentwood. She was introduced to the South Brentwood
Residents Association in 2013 when she attended a Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program sponsored
by the Brentwood Community Council. LAFD inspired her
to become an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), and a
volunteer for the L.A. Fire Department Foundation. She volunteers as a US National Park Service citizen scientist studying
L.A.’s urban coyotes. Merri looks forward to a second term on
the SBRA Board of Directors.

DIRECTOR: Marylin Krell
Marylin, President Emeritus, served as President of
SBRA for eight years and has been Vice Chair of the San
Vicente Scenic Corridor Design Review Board for the past
sixteen years. Marylin sings with a group of women who
perform songs from the Great American Songbook at senior
residences including OPICA, an Alzheimer’s day care center, and the California Veterans Home, where the group also
rehearses. She especially enjoys spending time with her five
grandchildren who range in age from 6 to 17.

Would you like to become an
SBRA Advisory Board Member?

Join our group of
dedicated volunteers!

The SBRA Acknowledges
The Many Contributions
of Our Advisory Board
Gary Avrech • Laurel Davidson
Judy Jonas • Debbie Simmons
Mark Sleeper • Jason Wilson
Veronique Millon Trimble

Applications will be accepted
through May 2018.
Interviews will be held in June.
Apply at:
southbrentwood.org/sbra-application

Dedicated to Improving Our Quality of Life
By Ben Allen, Senator, CA Senate District 26 • sd26.senate.ca.gov

Chair of the Senate Education Committee and of the Joint Committee on the Arts
District Office: 2512 Artesia Blvd. #320, Redondo Beach, CA 90278 • (310) 318-6994
I have the pleasure of serving the Brentwood area in the California State Senate
as part of the 26th Senate district, which
runs from the Pacific Palisades to Palos
Verdes and inland to
Hollywood, spanning
nearly one million residents.
The district is filled with wonderfully engaged
and active constituents who care about
making sure that Los Angeles remains such a
special place to live. I take that responsibility
very seriously and have dedicated my tenure
in the State legislature to improving our quality
of life. I have authored bills to preserve
public lands, reduce ocean pollution, fund
more public parks, and help cities invest
in better infrastructure and reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions. This year I am
working to help our cities update their
community plans, increase transparency in
elections, provide incentives for socially
responsible businesses, and provide funding
for local urban greening and climate change
resilience programs.

I am a proud product of our public school system, and as a
former school board member and Chair of the Senate Education
Committee, I am committed to ensuring that all of our children
get the education they deserve. That means adding $1.2 billion to
the budget for special education, creating
new grants for arts education programs,
and making sure that our community
colleges and University of California system are sufficiently supported without
further burdening our students. And after
marching with our students at the March
for Our Lives and hearing our families
concerns about school safety, I have
introduced legislation to create violence
prevention and intervention programs
to make sure we address issues before
anyone gets hurt.
In order to be as effective as possible
in representing you, I hope to continue
hearing from all of you about the issues
you care about, the challenges you face,
and the ways I can make our District
and our State a better place for all of us
to live in.

Safe Parking in Los Angeles
By Dr. Scott Sale, Founder, Safe Parking LA

safeparkingla.org • info@safeparkingla.org • (213) 793-8493
The point-in-time Homeless Count in 2017 determined
that there were 12,000 people living in vehicles throughout L.A. County. In Council District 11, there were 644
vehicles accounting for 1,190 persons which includes families, veterans, single women, and transition age youth.
Safe Parking was a concept started in Santa Barbara and
San Diego, California, and Eugene, Oregon, over 10 years
ago. After many years, there are finally two sanctioned Safe
Parking sites in Los Angeles – in Koreatown and in South
L.A. Each lot handles 10 vehicles per night. At the time of this
writing, there are no Safe Parking sites in CD 11. The
team of Safe Parking LA (SPALA), a 501(c)3, along with
Councilmember Bonin and County Supervisor Kuehl, are
close to launching Safe Parking on the Westside.
What is Safe Parking? Safe Parking is a 12 hour program
which offers people living in their vehicles a safe, humane,
temporary place to rest during the evening after a day of work
or day of trying to exist in a vehicle. Approved vehicles enter
a guarded, lighted parking lot in the evening and exit in the
morning, so that the lot can resume its normal lot functions.
Vehicle patrons are vetted by SPALA and connected to the

local service providers in CD 11 including St. Joseph Center, PATH (People Assisting The Homeless), The People
Concern, the VA, and Safe Place for Youth. Safe Parking is
a temporary program offered to persons who are interested
in getting services and being housed. Each patron’s insurance, driver’s license, and vehicle registration is reviewed,
an application and waiver are filled out, and single men
are screened in the National Sex Offender database. SPALA provides and pays for the security services for the lot,
insurance for the lot, and makes sure that there is adequate
sanitation and washing facilities available. Funding for
SPALA is through both private and public sources. There
are many opportunities for donations, volunteerism, and
hospitality services for the community for any and all lots.
Safe Parking is a wonderful way for communities to engage
with the most stable part of the world of homelessness who
for a myriad of reasons need to hold onto their vehicles so
they do not end up on the sidewalk.
We want them housed, but until there is more housing available, we want them to be able to park and sleep safely every
night, like we are able to, due to our good fortune.

CALIFORNIA’S COAST: Protecting Our Future
By Ted Lieu, US Representative, CA 33rd Congessional District • lieu.house.gov
House Committee on the Judiciary | House Committee on Foreign Affairs

District Office: 5055 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 310, Los Angeles, CA 90036 • (323) 651-1040
When I’m flying into Los Angeles, I love
to take in the aerial view of our beautiful
beaches. Our pristine coastlines are
simply some of the best in the world.
It’s a view that never gets old. But,
California’s coast isn’t just a pretty sight—it’s a source of
economic revenue thanks to tourism, transportation, fishing
and research industries. The GDP of the California’s coastal
economies totaled $41.9 billion in 2014.
That’s why I’m so worried about the prospect of offshore
drilling off our coasts. The harmful environmental impact of oil
spills is obvious but the economic impact could be just as grave.
Many Californians remember that, in 1969, the Santa Barbara
oil spill spewed 4.2 million gallons of oil into the ocean. That
spill damaged the environment and ravaged tourism and fishing
industries for years.
Opening over 90 percent of the Outer Continental Shelf to new
oil and gas leases threatens our economic security as well as
the environment. Simply put, opening the Pacific to additional
leases is another disaster in the making. That’s why, in the face
of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s National Outer Continental
Shelf Oil and Gas Leading Draft Proposed Program, so many

Measure A:

Bringing More Parks and
Open Space to LA County
By Sheila Kuehl, L.A. County Supervisor
District 3 • SupervisorKuehl.com
Stephanie B. Cohen, District Director,
West/Metro LA • SCohen@bos.lacounty.gov

Ever since L.A. County voters passed the Safe, Clean Neighborhood Parks and Beaches Measure of 2016 (Measure A),
the County has been moving forward to expand parks and
open space available to County residents, including those who
live in Brentwood and on the Westside. An Implementation
Steering Committee, made up of 45 residents with expertise
in parks, recreation, and open space as well as related local
community issues, was appointed to provide guidance and
make decisions on key steps in the process. Many of the
members of the Steering Committee had also served on the
Needs Assessment Steering Committee in 2015 and 2016
which served as a foundational document for the Board of
Supervisor’s decision to develop a ballot initiative. The Committee’s preliminary work is expected to be completed in
late spring of this year, at which time the Regional Park and
Open Space District will begin community outreach and will
schedule 30 meetings across the county. If you’re interested
in getting information on when the meetings are scheduled,
please contact OSDinfo@parks.lacounty.gov. Thanks for
participating in this important County process to bring more
parks and open space to L.A. County residents!

local leaders and residents of our coastal communities have
been speaking out.
I have heard from many constituents who are concerned about
how offshore drilling could change our community. I’ve called
on Secretary Zinke to rescind his proposal, and will continue
to do so. My Golden State colleagues and I have been fighting
to make the case against Pacific drilling at every opportunity.
We sent a letter to Secretary Zinke letting him know just how
valuable our coasts are to not only residents, but to the country.
Throughout this process, I’ve been pushing for more transparency
in the proposal process. Federal regulations require members
of the public to have multiple opportunities to express their
concerns with the offshore drilling proposal. So far, the only
scheduled public meeting on the proposal in California was in
Sacramento. Given the impact offshore drilling would have in
the greater Los Angeles area, we need more public meetings
closer to home.
Our beautiful coasts are one of the reasons California is the best
place to call home and I know how lucky I am to represent such
a beautiful district. I’m committed to making sure that we protect
our beaches so that generations to come can enjoy their wonders.

The Future of Affordable Housing in Los Angeles
Thomas Safran & Associates • 11812 San Vicente Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90049 • (310) 820-4888 • tsahousing.com
Thomas Safran & Associates, based in Brentwood, has developed over 6,000 units of affordable, mixed-use and luxury rental
housing in Southern California. For over 40 years, TSA has
specialized in developing and managing high-quality properties,
winning numerous awards from prestigious organizations for
design, environmental impact and redevelopment.

With more than 50 buildings in the Greater Los Angeles
area, TSA specializes in building affordable housing.
Examples include:
Del Rey Square is a 124-unit property located in West
Los Angeles for people 62 and over. The studio and onebedroom units include a private patio or balcony, ample
community space with on-site management and maintenance
staff. Resident activities include educational, exercise and
social programs. Through a partnership with the Housing
Authority of the City of Los Angeles and support through
Saint Joseph Center, approximately 25% of Del Rey Square
is specifically for the formerly homeless population.
The Woods
A Westside apartment with
all the amenities for less
than $500 - but you had
to win the lottery,
Los Angeles Times,
August 2017
steve.lopez@latimes.com

“Take a gander at the fourstory, 83-unit apartment
building on Fielding Circle,
and you’d assume the rental
rates are in the $2,500
to $5,000-plus range, as
they are in the rest of the
trendy coastal village that
sits in the heart of ‘Silicon
Beach.’
But residents of The Woods pay far less for their nicely
appointed one- and two-bedroom units. The prices run from
the low $400s to about $1,100 a month. And the amenities
include a gym, free parking, a spacious community room with
kitchen and library, beautifully landscaped gardens, a hot tub
and easy walking access to nearby stores and restaurants.
‘It’s like being in a five-star hotel without the room service,’
said Darrow Igus, one of the residents.
The Woods is an affordable housing project for low-income
people 62 and older.

‘This feeds my soul,’ Safran said as we toured The Woods,
where he challenged his staff to make the building and amenities look at least as nice as the surrounding market-rate apartments.Natural light is accented in a warm, open design, with
conversation corners built into the layout and original art on
every floor. Safran called himself ‘a child of the ’60s’ who
worked for Housing and Urban Development early in his career,
toured every housing project in Los Angeles, and vowed to one
day built nicer accommodations for the working and retired poor.”
Thomas Safran & Associates recently unveiled plans for an
affordable housing complex at 11950 W. Missouri Avenue, the
former site of the West L.A. Animal Shelter. Just a short walk
from Metro’s Expo/Bundy Station, the project will consist of
studio, one, two and three-bedroom apartments designated for
very low income households. Ground breaking is expected by
2020.
These examples highlight
Thomas Safran & Associates commitment to
providing excellent and
comprehensive design
that enriches the lives
of the people who live
in their buildings as
well as enhances the
greater community.

Courtesy of Withee Malcolm Architects

Providing L.A.’s Homeless a Brighter Future
TheGivingSpirit.org • 11693 San Vicente Blvd #113, Los Angeles, CA 90049 • (310) 943-6460 • info@thegivingspirit.org
Brentwood-based non-profit The
Giving Spirit has been assisting
L.A.’s homeless population since
1999. Founded by Brentwood resident Tom Bagamane, The Giving
Spirit strives to improve the lives of
homeless “where they stand,” holding semi-annual events in which
volunteers gather to assemble and
deliver survival kits with items
vital to surviving life on the street.

Brentwood Presbyterian Church.
Men, women and children of all
ages and backgrounds create a human assembly line, stuffing kits
with blankets, toiletries, clothing, and food items so homeless
individuals can survive the most
intolerable circumstances. Some
volunteers, including entire families, have participated in these
events for years, finding them both
satisfying and educational.

What began with a handful of individuals seeking to help a few homeless people in their neighborhood
quickly became thousands serving
greater Los Angeles, while remaining 100% volunteer-run. To date,
The Giving Spirit, along with
15,000 volunteers, has touched the
lives of over 48,500 unsheltered individuals.

In 2016, The Giving Spirit established its Community Education
and Awareness Initiative which
provides seminars to highlight
issues related to the unsheltered.
During the Winter 2017 Outreach,
Mayor Eric Garcetti held a Town
Hall discussion regarding LA’s
homeless situation.

The Giving Spirit’s June and
December outreach events are
hosted by long-time supporter

To learn more, volunteer, or donate,
please visit:
TheGivingSpirit.org

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS: When YOU are the only one who can help!
By Los Angeles Fire Department, Community Emergency Response Team

Los Angeles is at risk for multiple disasters. Disaster preparedness not only consists of having a survival kit in your
home, place of business, and your car, but it is also knowledge that can travel with you wherever you go.

in your house, how much food, how much water but most
importantly, how to protect your family in an emergency!

In Los Angeles, disaster preparedness is a primary focus for all city departments. Partnership with the community, volunteer groups,
non-profits, stakeholders, and city leaders will
make Los Angeles resilient to disasters and
ready for recovery.
The Los Angeles Fire Department wants to prepare you for the 12 federally identified threats
to Los Angeles, which include the following:
Earthquakes, Fires, Extreme Heat, Extreme Cold, Landslides,
Severe Weather & Flooding, Public Health, Chemical Emergencies, Tsunami, Cyber Crime, Tornado, and Terrorism
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Unit
provides disaster preparedness training for your home and
workplace. Preparedness topics include Earthquake Preparedness, Disaster Fire Suppression Techniques, Disaster
Medical Operations & Multi-Casualty Incident, Light Search
& Rescue Operations, Team Organization & Disaster Psychology, and Terrorism & Homeland Defense.
It is important to know, if a major disaster occurs, the LAFD,
paramedics, police…WILL NOT COME! They will be deployed FIRST to major incidents such as collapsed buildings.
That is why you constantly hear…You MUST be prepared
to take care of yourself. In the CERT course they say…“The
Greatest Good for the Greatest Number of People.” When
you are trained, you are far more equipped to deal with your
circumstances without needing aid from outside sources.
CERT members are trained in basic disaster response skills
such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization
and disaster medical operations. You will learn how to prepare for emergencies, what supplies you should NOW have

Sign Up for FREE CERT Training at CERT-LA.com
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program is an all-risk, all-hazard training. This valuable course
is designed to help you protect yourself, your family, your
neighbors and your neighborhood in an emergency situation.
CERT members receive 17-1/2 hours (one day a week for
seven weeks) of initial training.
CERT is provided free of charge within the city of Los Angeles to anyone 18 or over.
TEEN CERT is available for high school students, sophomore through senior.
Classes are taught year-round, Monday-Friday, morning, afternoon, or evening. We will come to your location. Classes
can be held anywhere in the City of Los Angeles. Classes
outside of L.A. City require special preapproval.
To schedule a class for your group, you need a minimum of
20 people to be trained and a location to hold the training.
Then call the LAFD Community Emergency Response Team
Unit at (213) 202-3136.

The Future of Sports and Entertainment in Los Angeles
By Kathryn S. Schloessman, President of Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission

Sports and entertainment events are
big business. Events like the Super
Bowl, GRAMMY Awards, World Cup,
NCAA Final Four, NBA All-Star Game
and College Football Playoff National
Championship, all positively impact on
the local community with significant
social, cultural and economic benefits for
our residents. That is where we come in.
The Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment
Commission, a nonprofit organization, bids to host, promote and
retain major sporting and entertainment events in Los Angeles.
Here’s what the future holds for Los Angeles, the undisputed
Sports & Entertainment Capital of the World:
• To start, we just hosted the NBA All-Star Game (a record sixth
time) at STAPLES Center and L.A. LIVE in February 2018.
This event produced an estimated $116
million in increased economic activity for
L.A. County as out-of-town visitors filled
our hotels, generating critical tax revenues
for the city to fund local police and fire,
cultural and recreational services.

and is certain to generate tourism legacies for our city,
region and country well beyond the event as Olympic
television viewers – sparked by new interest – turn into
L.A. visitors.
We will be more than ready to share our city with the world
come 2028 and deliver an unmatched Games experience unlike
any other. Infrastructure improvements are already occurring
across the city including LAX’s $14 billion modernization
with an Automated People Mover to be completed in 2024 and
Metro’s “28 by 28,” key transit projects funded by Measure M
that will be ready by 2028 like the Purple Line extension to
Westwood.
The resounding benefits certainly make hosting major sporting
events worthwhile: they drive our local economy forward;
support the betterment of the community; and elevate the global
stature of the destination. The greatest sporting events deserve

• This April, the new 22,000-seat Banc of
California Stadium will open in Exposition
Park and be home to L.A.’s second MLS
team – the Los Angeles Football Club
(LAFC).
• We also recently welcomed the NFL back
to Los Angeles after a 21-year absence
with two storied franchises, the Rams and
the Chargers. For now, you can see the
Rams play at the United Airlines Memorial
Coliseum and find the Chargers at StubHub
Center.
And things will keep getting better. Starting in 2020, the new
Los Angeles Stadium and Entertainment District at Hollywood
Park will be the permanent home for both NFL teams. This yearround sports and entertainment destination will feature a stateof-the-art 70,000-seat open-air stadium with retail spaces, a
performing arts venue and more. This stadium will be an absolute
game-changer; its already confirmed to host Super Bowl LVI
in 2022, the College Football Playoff National Championship
Game in 2023 and the opening/closing ceremonies of the 2028
World Olympic and Paralympic Games.
We’re also part of North America’s bid to bring the World Cup
here in 2026 and are hoping to secure the NCAA Final Four
for either 2024 or 2025; we’ll find out about both this coming
summer.
And - in 10 summers from now, Los Angeles will host the
Olympic Games for the third time. Thank you to Mayor
Garcetti, the Los Angeles bid committee Chairman Casey
Wasserman and the entire LA 2028 team, for their tireless
efforts in bringing the world’s greatest sporting event back
to America for the first time in a generation. Hosting an
Olympic Games is truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity

the world’s greatest stage; a stage that can only be found right
here in the Entertainment Capital of the World.
Kathryn S. Schloessman is President of Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment
Commission, a private, nonprofit organization that partners with the City and
County of Los Angeles to attract, host, promote and retain major sporting and
entertainment events in Los Angeles.

ZERO HUNGER | ZERO WASTE: Ralphs Plan to End Hunger
By Myeisha Gamiño, Director, Corporate Affairs & Government Relations
The Kroger Company - Ralphs Division
Hunger and food insecurity are among the most pressing and
pervasive problems facing Los Angeles County and our country.
No part of the U.S. is immune, not even a community as fortunate
as South Brentwood. The challenge we face can be summed up
in this stark contrast: 40% of the food produced in the U.S. goes
to waste even as 1 in 8 people struggles with hunger.
Nearly six months ago, Ralphs and its parent company,
Kroger, launched an aggressive, company-wide initiative to
bring attention to and address these fundamental issues in our
country’s food system:
ZERO HUNGER | ZERO WASTE. This initiative has an
audacious but we believe achievable goal: to end hunger in our
communities and eliminate waste across our company by 2025.
We know we will need partners and allies to meet this goal.
To help accelerate innovative solutions, we have established a
$10-million fund within The Kroger Co. Foundation to provide
grants to promising ideas. Ralphs and Kroger will help by doing
our part and providing 3 billion meals by 2025. And because the
health of our communities is paramount, we will be expanding
our food rescue program so we are not just donating more food
but more balanced meals to nourish the communities we serve and
promote healthy choices. In 2017, Ralphs stores donated more
than 4.6 million pounds of fresh, nutritious food to food banks in
the communities we serve. These donations provided more than
3.8 million meals to hungry families in Southern California.

We also will continue to advocate for solutions and partner with
experts and leaders to collaborate and make a difference.
As we work on ZERO HUNGER | ZERO WASTE, we also
will continue to progress on our 2020 Sustainability Goals.
These include 100% sustainable seafood in our stores, recycling
more than 200 million pounds more plastic than we did in 2016
and reducing our overall energy use by 40% compared to 2000.
One of the key elements of our sustainability goals is our
anaerobic digester. In operation for five years and based at the
Ralphs and Food 4 Less headquarters, the anaerobic digester
can convert more than 150 tons of food and organic materials
that cannot be sold or donated into clean energy each day. The
biogas we produce is able to able to offset the cost of electricity
consumed by the distribution facility.
Each of these steps is an important part of our commitment to
be a good steward of the communities we serve. For 145 years,
Ralphs has been proud to support our customers and anticipate
their needs. With 21,000 incredible Ralphs associates who are
part of a 450,000-strong Kroger team, we are committed to
continuing to make a positive difference in South Brentwood
and across Southern California.

San Vicente Business Association
By Amber Jamal Eckerlund, Director of Marketing
for Coral Tree Cafe/Baltaire; Co-Founder of the
San Vicente Business Association

What would Brentwood be without its beautiful main stretch
that is San Vicente Boulevard! In the heart of our neighborhood
is the perfect place to take a stroll while enjoying a splendid
array of businesses, from décor to dining; salons to outfitters;
fitness studios to chocolatiers. This colorfully diverse business
community continues to bustle with new unique establishments
popping up on every corner! A few wonderful new additions
to our neighborhood since last year’s meeting include Planet
Beauty, Pizzana, Winston’s Pies, and Blushington. Some of
the newer concepts we are eagerly awaiting in 2018 include
Jon & Vinny’s, Joe’s Juice, and Mendocino Farms. Buying
local might sound “old fashioned”, but by supporting our
neighborhood businesses, we all are enriched. Please stop in
and say hello!
At the San Vicente Business Association, we strive to maintain
the atmosphere of our beautiful, blossoming community as we
grow. The SVBA aims to interact, build relationships between
businesses, organize shopping events for the community, and
team up to find ways to improve the boulevard. With the
help from a few key members this past year, we were able
to create a beautiful Holiday installation in the center median
of Barrington Avenue and San Vicente Boulevard. To explore
ways to get involved in the association, please contact us at
SanVicenteBA@gmail.com

Brentwood Transportation Report
By Lauren Cole, President, Cole Media

SBRA continues to monitor projects that could impact traffic in
Brentwood, working with the Brentwood Community Council
and other homeowners groups, LADOT (Department of Transportation), and Council District 11. Some current activities:
San Vicente Specific Plan – A group is reviewing and updating
the zoning requirements for San Vicente Blvd. As part of this
effort, we are exploring options to make San Vicente more
walkable, including looking at the locations of curb cuts and
walk signals, sidewalks across the median, and signal timing.
VA Master Plan – The Veterans Administration is currently developing a plan to add more housing for veterans and to accommodate the future Purple Line subway stop. We are attending
community meetings and giving input in an effort to reduce potential traffic impacts. The Draft Environmentalal Impact Statement outlining the plan is scheduled to be issued in late 2018.
Barrington/Wilshire – We have periodic meetings with LADOT
to discuss installations they are considering in our area. One
approved project is a four way left turn signal at Barrington/
Wilshire like the configuration at Bundy/Wilshire with signals
activated when multiple cars are waiting. It should be installed
later this year.

South Brentwood
Real Estate Update

By Elyse Arbour, Rodeo Realty - Brentwood
In 2017, 15 single-family homes sold on the MLS and four sold
off market. The average price of a home in South Brentwood
was $2,726,000 which was an increase of 6.7% over 2016.
The median price was $2,275,000, the highest price sold was
$4,800,000, the lowest price was $1,300,000. The average
price per square foot was $1,223. Sales were fueled by five
brand new construction homes that sold ranging in price from
$3,995,000 - $4,800,000. Building will continue this year
as four new homes are currently under construction. Buyer
demand is high and inventory is very low!
Brentwood Condo Market – There were 204 units that sold
in 2017 with an average price of $998,000 which was a
3.2% increase year-over-year. The highest price sold was
$2,798,000, the median price was $900,000 and the lowest
price that sold was $442,000. The average square footage was
1539. The average price per square foot was $653, which was
an increase of 6.2%.
There are many buyers looking to live in our neighborhood
and not enough homes for sale. If you have ever had thoughts
of selling, now is a great time! We are still in a Seller’s market.
We are in a Seller’s market which makes conditions conducive
for sellers contemplating listing soon to expect top dollar.

South Brentwood Neighborhood Watch – Year 1
By Jason Wilson

SBRA launched Neighborhood Watch (SBRA NW) at their
April 2017 Annual Meeting where Jason Wilson discussed the
need for and value of the program. The SBRA believed that
the best chance of success was to start small then grow.
In June 2017, a community-wide SBRA Security Meeting
was held. The LAPD presented crime statistics and Jason described the plan to set up a communication network covering
seven zones within SBRA’s boundaries. It is modeled after
a zone-based coverage plan consisting of Zone and Block
Captains to serve as contact points between neighbors, the
SBRA and LAPD. Since this meeting, SBRA NW has enrolled
7 Zone Captains, 17 Block Captains and 70+ households.

The Zone and Block Captains met at a kick-off meeting in
August 2017. Then all SBRA NW participants were contacted by their Zone and/or Block Captains. On March 1, 2018,
the Zone Captains met with LAPD representatives to discuss
crime trends and ideas about how to improve the effectiveness
of the SBRA NW.
With 2017 having served as an important organizational year,
the SBRA NW looks forward to enhancing the effectiveness of
the program in 2018. For more info and to sign up for SBRA
NW, sign up on SBRA’s contact page: SouthBrentwoodorg/
contact. Zone maps can be found at: SouthBrentwoodResidentsAssociation.org/publicsafety/neighborhoodwatch

Connecting Neighbors to Neighbors: Brentwood Neighbors Network
By Judie Hulett

Brentwood Neighbors Network (BNN) is an email network
available to all Brentwood residents that sends out alerts about
current crime, suspicious activities and emergency events. It’s
neighbors keeping each other informed by reporting incidents
directly to the BNN with additional alerts from the police and
official security sources developed by longtime Brentwood
resident, Judie Hulett, who has run the BNN for nine years.
It’s no secret that criminals consider Brentwood an easy target;
criminals go anywhere they see as an opportunity. One way
to change that is for people to be better informed and better
neighbors. The BNN encourages people to talk to each other
and look out for their neighbors.
Many incidents that are reported to BNN are not reported to
the police. Often people just don’t know what to do when they
are afraid or the incidents may not seem important enough to
be reported to the police, like door knockers, etc. Others may
not be reported to the police because people are busy, long
wait times on the phone or distrust of the police.
Why BNN instead of CrimeMapping.com? Judie says, “I
have used CrimeMapping.com and sent out reports using
their statistics - to give everyone an overview of activity in
our area. The BNN reports are different. They are personal,
detailed reports of something that just happened or is happening. If someone had their home broken into, they tell me how
it happened, what was stolen, and who, if they know. People
want to know what cars are being stolen, how are burglars
getting in, what are they taking, if there are personal threats.
The information we get from neighbor reports is completely
different in content from the police website. BNN reports also
deal with abandoned cars, people living in cars, people taking
photographs of houses or looking in windows. I try to make
sure they are reported to the police if they haven’t been. My
goal is to make sure people are as informed as possible so
we can “harden the target”. Judie added that she vets all her
contacts using a combination of police standards and common
sense and partners with neighborhood organizations such as
the nascent South Brentwood Neighborhood Watch.

The BNN is determined to reduce crime in our area by encouraging neighbors to get to know one another, being aware of
what is going on in the neighborhood, and networking with the
authorities. All are welcome.
For more information or to register for Brentwood Neighbors
Network, go to neighborsnetwork.net. If you have questions,
please email judie@neighborsnetwork.net

Meet Our Sponsors
DR. PAUL SUPER - EYESITE OPTOMETRIC GROUP- Brentwood
11696 San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood • EyesiteLA.com • (310) 820-2020

IS TOO MUCH SCREEN TIME STRAINING YOUR VISION?
Spending countless hours staring at screens has become a part of
daily life! Whether you’re checking texts, watching TV, or hunching
over your laptop, you likely spend a profound amount of time engaging with technology every day. Not surprisingly, these habits affect
how our vision evolves. Eyes are magnificently sensitive organs;
they adjust to a variety of biophysical responses - from fear to bright
light - so it’s no wonder that spending time “plugged in” to our devices can affect how your eyes and vision subsequently adapt.
At Eyesite Optometric Group, we remind you to be alert for symptoms of Computer Vision Syndrome: eye strain, dry eyes,
headaches, fatigue, blurred vision and loss of focus. If you experience any of these signs, schedule an appointment with us.       
Don’t forget to check with your kids too! They have their screen habits too!
Call us today! We can suggest changes in your digital work habits or prescribe specialized eyeglasses that may improve your
productivity, comfort, and vision. As our society’s habits and norms evolve, so must our measures to protect one of nature’s greatest
gifts - our sight!
Ask about computer specific glasses and anti-reflective coatings including computer specific coatings that reduce glare and
strain on your eyes when you come in.

ELYSE ARBOUR - Rodeo Realty, Brentwood
11940 San Vicente Blvd., Suite 100, Brentwood • (310) 873-4188
ElyseArbour.com • Elyse@ElyseArbour.com

Elyse Arbour has been successfully representing buyers and sellers of residential real estate on
the Westside since 1997. She specializes in South Brentwood where she lives, works, and serves the
community. Elyse is professional, extremely diligent, ethical and trustworthy. She is very committed
to providing outstanding service, attention to detail, expert guidance, and unparalleled personal attention to make the process of buying or selling a home an event that exceeds your expectations.
In addition to her real estate career, Elyse is actively involved in local community, business, and
charitable organizations as she believes in giving back.
Whether you are thinking of buying or selling a home, you can depend on the knowledge, expertise, and commitment of Elyse Arbour. Contact Elyse for a free market evaluation of your home.

BALTAIRE RESTAURANT - Brentwood
11647 San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood • baltaire.com • (424) 273-1660

With a modern and stylish setting, a menu that focuses on all-Prime
beef, and tableside preparations that demonstrate the highest level of
service, Baltaire redefines the traditional steakhouse. Opened in March
2015, the expansive restaurant’s airy dining room, fireside lounge, and
sprawling outdoor terrace makes it the ideal dining destination for a
variety of occasions – from a relaxed dinner with friends, to closing a deal
with colleagues over lunch, to enjoying weekend brunch with family.
Executive Chef Travis Strickland’s upscale, yet approachable menu
spotlights premium meats, complemented by a variety of dishes that  
celebrate the bounty of the sea and local markets. Beef choices include
bone-in filet, Porterhouse for two, Japanese A5 Wagyu, and 35-Day
Dry-Aged Côte de Bœuf. Other options include a seafood tower with king crab, shrimp, oysters and Maine lobster, a Dover sole
filleted and deboned tableside, and an array of soups, salads and sandwiches.
An eclectic and well-balanced wine list from top global producers, signature cocktails, and an extensive rare spirits selection
enhance Baltaire’s menu, service, and ambiance to expand the vernacular of the steakhouse. Baltaire also offers a private dining
room for special functions or celebrations.
Hours: Monday-Thursday 11:30am-11:00pm • Friday 11:30am-12:00am • Saturday 11am-12:00am • Sunday 11:00am-9:30pm

Meet Our Sponsors
GO GRAPHICS & PRINTING COMPANY- West L.A.
1525 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles • GoGraphics.net • (310) 445-9999

Since 1982, Go Graphics & Printing Company has provided graphic design and
printing servocess with the highest standards of quality and customer service.
For the last few years, positive reviews from their clients have made Go Graphics &
Printing Company Yelp’s #1 Highest-Rated Printer in the Los Angeles area... from Downtown Los Angeles west to the ocean, and from Mulholland south to Long Beach.
With a conveniently located headquarters in West Los Angeles, Go Graphics offers a
unique mix of low website pricing, customized printing options and full customer service.
Visit their comprehensive printing website at GoGraphics.net to get prices instantly
24/7 on a wide variety of Offset & Digital Printing, Large Format, Event & Trade Show,
and Roll Label Printing options. It is recommended that those who wish to place orders
contact them directly, rather than placing orders on the website, so that there’s an opportunity to view or assist in creating your print files, and so they can oversee your project from
concept through completion.
This year, the Go Graphics Promotional & Branded Merchandise division was launched
and they now offer 100’s of useful items, thoughtfully imprinted with your branding and/
or message at very reasonable prices. In addition, they offer corporate awards and gifts.
Visit Go Graphics Promotional & Branded website, at: GoGraphicsPromos.com

CARUSO
Caruso has created a timeless collection of beloved destinations that reflect the
fabric of the communities in which they live. Crafted with award-winning design, unbridled imagination, and unwavering dedication to its guests, the experience at each is at once welcoming and extraordinary. In addition to its two
marquee properties, The Grove and The Americana at Brand, Caruso develops,
owns and operates a growing portfolio of world-class retail, mixed-used, hospitality and residential assets including 8500 Burton
Way, its stunning luxury apartment landmark.  Caruso is currently investing over one billion dollars in new lines of business, including a five-star beachfront resort in Montecito; a mixed-use luxury residential tower in the heart of Los Angeles; and a dining,
entertainment and retail collection in Pacific Palisades. No matter where or what Caruso builds, all its properties are captivating
places where people gather to live, work, shop, eat—and most importantly, enjoy life.

BRÜ HAUS BAR AND RESTAURANT - Brentwood
11831 Wilshire Blvd., Brentwood • bruhauspub.com • (310) 473.BEER (2337)

BRÜ HAUS is a German craft beer bar and restaurant that boasts an impressive selection of ever-rotating craft brews from Germany, Belgium and even domestic treats from
the U.S. The extensive 25 draft and 40+ bottle beer menu offers the highest quality and
often extremely rare imports that are unmatched in all of Los Angeles. Annual trips to
Germany are made to research and source the really good stuff.
BRÜ HAUS provides a friendly atmosphere that young business professionals find
ideal for corporate functions and their after-work social outings. Voted Best Happy Hour
in Brentwood, the diverse and delicious food menu has something for everyone. Specialized lunch and brunch menus are also available, along with the daily menu.
With 14 flat screen TVs, a mounted projection screen and surround sound, BRÜ HAUS
is most popular during the height of any sporting event. The open space, full bar and customized menus are favored by multiple alumni groups and team fan-clubs excited to host
their next game watch. BRÜ HAUS takes pride in providing a lively environment for their
guests while respecting their valued neighbors.
So whether it’s a large corporate mixer, a friendsgiving dinner, or even your next Tinder date, BRÜ HAUS stages the best experience, for that experience.
Hours: Sunday-Wednesday 11:30am -12:00am • Thursday-Saturday 11:30am-2:00am

Kenter Creek Update
A snowy egret visited Kenter Creek for about a week and a
half in February, feeding on a rich supply of mosquito larvae
and tiny crayfish in the creek’s soft bottom as well as the water
skaters and other insects you see on the surface. The egret
joins our resident owls, hawks, and monarch butterflies that
have visited Kenter Creek for years along with hundreds of
native and migrant birds who depend on it for water and food.
Santa Monica City gave the creek a brief boost March 5 and 6
when it released drinking water from its reservoir on Franklin
Hill. Residents were notified by mail and Kenter Creek Com-

By Ellie Pelcyger

mittee membership email. The planned, monitored release is
done periodically to test their system. Water traveled 1000 feet
downstream from about Darlington, exiting through a Los Angeles conduit and eventually to the ocean.
To protect this local resource, property owners should remove
rocks, sticks and garbage and contractors must remove their
refuse from the creek bed so our infrequent rains can complete
the clean out. If the water is clean, birds and wildlife, including
raccoons, possums, coyotes and squirrels, will continue to
visit Kenter Creek and enhance South Brentwood.

Brentwood Science Magnet Elementary School:
Selection of a New Principal By Laurel Davidson
Brentwood Science Magnet Elementary Magnet School has
been interviewing candidates for the position of Principal of
the School. The selection Committee was comprised of teachers, classroom aides, office staff and parents of former students.
The principal post was offered to and has been accepted by
Reginald Brunson, a California State University alum, whose
years of years of experience as an elementary school principal
in Southern California, are welcomed by the Committee.
Jackie Raymond, President of Brentwood Green and former
President of South Brentwood Residents Association, served as

Community Member of the Selection Committee. Joining her
was Laurel Davidson, Vice-President of Brentwood Green and
Board Member of South Brentwood Residents Association.
Laurel was co-chair of the 100th Birthday Celebration of the
School which took place in 2016, and was a very active parent
at the school when her daughters were in attendance there.
For more information about Brentwood Science Magnet Elementary School (Grades K-5), LAUSD District 4, please contact the school at: 740 S. Gretna Green Way, L.A, CA 90049,
Call: 310-826-5631, or Email: brentwoodscience@gmail.com

Join or Renew Your SBRA Membership Today!
•
•
•
•

South Brentwood is a great place to live, work, and play.
Life in South Brentwood is more like living in a village than in a large urban center.
South Brentwood includes singles, young, and not so young, as well as families.
It doesn’t matter if we own or rent or just work here; we all benefit from the beauty,
cohesiveness, and friendliness of this neighborhood.
• Working together, we keep this special neighborhood lively, vibrant and current.

ANNUAL DUES
Individual or Couple in a Single Family Home or Apartment.....$35 ($20 for Seniors over 65)
Multi-Unit Condo or Apartment with15 units or less: $50......16 units or more: $75
Sponsor......$50-$99 • Benefactor......$100+
To receive email notices of meetings and important announcements, include your email address…and please print clearly!
The SBRA operates solely through the efforts of our
volunteers.
Membership dues go toward expenses such as Website,
Printing, Postage, P.O. Box Rental, Voice Mail, and Meeting
Expenses.
Thank you.

To Join or Renew your Membership,
Send a check (payable to SBRA) to:
South Brentwood Residents Association
149 S. Barrington Ave. #194
Los Angeles, CA 90049-3310

You can now pay through PayPal! Go to: southbrentwood.org/membership

