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South Brentwood Residents Association
Welcomes you to our

41st Annual Meeting
If you live in a single-family
home in South Brentwood...

Thursday, April 27, 2017
Tenth Church of Christ, Scientist
1133 South Bundy (Across from Ralphs)

6:00 pm - Welcome & Reception
Meet Government Agency Reps, Transportation Experts, SBRA Sponsors
If you live in a condo
anywhere in Brentwood...

7:00-8:30 pm - Annual Meeting
We Thank Our Generous Sponsors for Making this Program Possible:

E lyse Arbour - Rodeo Realty, Brentwood
B altaire R estaurant • F azio C leaners
Jacques Jewelers • Bottlefish Restaurant

If you live in an apartment
anywhere in Brentwood...

A Panel D iscussion -

M oderated

by

J eff H all , B rentwood N ews

ARE WE THERE YET?

The Future of Transportation in L.A.

Richard Bloom, CA Assembly District 50, Assemblymember
u Mike Bonin, LA Council District 11, Councilmember
u Seleta Reynolds, LADOT, General Manager
u Jody Litvak, Metro, Director, Community and Municipal Affairs
u Denny Zane, Move LA, Executive Director
u

SBRA serves homeowners and renters in South Brentwood. Our Boundaries are: San Vicente Blvd. on the north,
Wilshire Blvd. on the south, between Centinela Ave. on the west and Federal Ave. on the east.
SBRA also serves all residents living in condominiums and apartments anywhere in Brentwood.

Outgoing President’s Message

A

s I look back to 2009,
when I became SBRA
President, I am so proud
of all that we have changed and
accomplished:

• We changed our name in 2010
from South Brentwood Homeowners Association to South
Brentwood Residents Association to emphasize that we
represent all residents… renters and home/condo owners;
• We changed our meeting location in 2010 to the beautiful
Tenth Church of Christ, Scientist;
• We entered the world of social media with a terrific website and Facebook page;
• Since 2012, we have been mailing beautiful postcards to
every resident in South Brentwood announcing our Annual
Meeting. Our generous sponsors help to cover the cost;
• Eight years ago we produced a 4-page photocopied
newsletter. Now, with advertiser support, we print a
gorgeous, full-color, professionally designed, 16-page
newsletter;
• We have held public meetings about Crime and
Public Safety, Recycling, Homelessness, Emergency

Preparedness, the VA plans, and more. And, at our 2012
Annual Meeting, our community and the survivors of
the Gorham fire emotionally thanked the firefighters who
successfully protected us.
This year our Board has put together a fabulous panel of experts who will discuss the Future of Transportation.
How do we plan for driverless cars? When will the subway
to the sea be finished? Will we have public transit to the
valley?
I want to thank past Presidents Bette Harris and Jackie Raymond for their guidance, the members of the SBRA
Board past and present for their support, and our elected
officials who have been so wonderful to work with during
my tenure.
Maya Davis Shemer, an energetic young woman,
will follow me as president. Maya has great ideas for our
community, and she will have a terrific board to support
her. I am excited to watch SBRA grow and thrive under
Maya’s leadership.
I will not disappear after I step down; I will continue to send you email messages about issues important to
South Brentwood. I may not know your name, but when
I see your email address, I feel like we are old friends.
Thank you for your involvement in our community and for
your support!
- Marylin Krell, Outgoing President, SBRA

Incoming President’s Message
I am delighted to take on the
leadership role of our South
Brentwood Residents Association, and also humbled to do so.
There is much to learn and to
live up to in the wake of all that
Marylin Krell has done for us as
South Brentwood
residents for the past eight years.
Fortunately for me, Marylin will remain active in SBRA
and will mentor me during this transitional year.
As neighbors and community members, I believe that
we share the common goals of keeping our neighborhoods
safe and clean, staying connected with each other regarding
community activities, traffic, crime and mostly feeling

connected and a part of South Brentwood.
I am grateful for this opportunity to work with the
people who give so freely of their time to our community
by serving on the Board of Directors and the Advisory
Board of the SBRA.
I look forward to getting to know more of my
neighbors and to being the President of South Brentwood
Residents Association during my term, representing not
only the many homeowners of South Brentwood but
also the residents of multi-family units throughout all of
Brentwood.
- Maya Davis Shemer, Incoming President, SBRA

Meet Our SBRA Slate of Candidates

The Membership will Vote on the Proposed 2017 Officers and Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting:

Officers:
PRESIDENT: Maya Davis Shemer
Maya has been a Brentwood resident since 2010.
She is currently a Family Nutritional Consultant, practices yoga, is on the PTA at Franklin Elementary
School, has volunteered with Project Angel Food, and does all
she can to support LoveLiv, as well as A Foundation Building
Strength (AFBS), the only nonprofit worldwide dedicated
to finding treatment for Nemaline Myopathy. Maya and her
husband are parents to two young boys, who are 4th generation
Brentwood natives!

RECORDING SECRETARY: Pam Taylor
Active on the SBRA board since 1994, Pam
has served as SBRA Vice President and also as
Secretary. She chairs the SBRA Audit and Bylaws Committees.
Pam is a member of the Los Angeles Conservancy, which is
dedicated to architectural preservation, serves in a leadership
position at Brentwood Presbyterian Church, and supports Beagle
Freedom Project, an organization that rescues beagles used in
research laboratories.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Susan Hirsch
1st Vice PRESIDENT: Elyse Arbour
Elyse has held the positions of 1st or 2nd Vice
President for 8 years; has been a Board of Directors Member for 15 years and an SBRA Member for 17 years. She chairs the Annual General Meeting and
the New Neighbor Welcoming Committee and also serves as an
alternate for South Brentwood on the Brentwood Community
Council. Elyse is a real estate agent with Rodeo Realty in
Brentwood and a member of the WLA Chamber of Commerce.
She has again generously agreed to be one of our SBRA Sponsors
and a Newsletter advertiser this year.

2nd Vice PRESIDENT: Lauren Cole
Lauren grew up in Los Angeles and has been
living in the South Brentwood/West LA area for
over 25 years. She has been an SBRA Board
Member for the past several years, focusing on transportation
issues. She also serves as the Transportation Representative to
the Brentwood Community Council. When she is not working on
neighborhood issues she runs a strategy consulting firm focusing
on media companies, Cole Media (www.colemediala.com).

TREASURER: Adrianne Bacci
A resident of South Brentwood for 25 years,
Adrianne is an experienced professional with
expertise in accounting operations and software
training and consulting. She has been an SBRA Advisory member
for one year and assisted with the 2016 Brentwood Community
Council Citizen of the Year dinner. Theater and dance have been
lifetime passions, and she is still active in ballet. Adrianne has
volunteered for years in the children’s ward at Cedars and UCLA
hospitals and is looking forward to becoming more involved in
South Brentwood issues and activities.

Susan Hirsch is a native of Southern California
and has been a resident of Brentwood for 51
years. She joined the SBRA Board of Directors shortly after
moving to South Brentwood 7 years ago. Community service has
been a theme throughout her life, beginning with membership in
a girls’ community service club in Manhattan Beach where she
grew up. Since retiring from a career of research in Geriatric
Medicine at UCLA, she enjoys travel, t`ai chi, ikebana, assisting
with research projects at UCLA and, of course, her family, not
necessarily in that order.

OUTGOING PRESIDENT: Marylin Krell
Completing her eighth year as SBRA President,
Marylin looks forward to supporting Maya Davis
Shemer as our new President, as Maya brings her
own exclusive stamp to SBRA. For the past fifteen years,
Marylin has been a member and Vice Chair of the San Vicente
Scenic Corridor Design Review Board. She sings with a group
called Lifted Voices which performs standards from the Great
American Songbook at senior residences on the Westside,
including OPICA, an Alzheimer’s day care center, and the
California Veterans Home, where the group also rehearses.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Len Blum, Laurel Davidson,
Merri Huang, Alisa Morgenthaler

ADVISORY BOARD:

Gary Avrech, Pamela Brown, Måns Eckerlund,
Amber Jamal Eckerlund, David Holtzman, Judy
Jonas, David Nik, Norman Schwab, Mark Sleeper,
Debbie Simmons, Veronique Millon Trimble
PRESIDENT EMERITUS: Jackie Raymond
LEGAL COUNSEL: Alisa Morgenthaler

A SMART Future for LA Transportation

By Ted Lieu, US Representative, CA 33rd Congessional District • lieu.house.gov
Founder - Congressional Smart Transportation Caucus | Member - Caucus on the Internet of Things (IoT)

I

District Office: 5055 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 310, Los Angeles, CA 90036 • (323) 651-1040

t is common to see stories about
everything you own getting hacked–
laptops, televisions, phones, and even
cars. In a media culture driven by clicks
and shares, scary news sells. That means
it’s harder than ever to have a serious conversation about how
to balance cybersecurity concerns with the real potential that
“smart transportation” – using big data and connected networks
to improve movement – has in California and across the globe.
It’s no secret that Los Angeles has some of the worst traffic in the
country, just edging out Washington, D.C. I spend most of my
time in these two cities, and I am often reminded of a disturbing
statistic: in 2014, American drivers wasted a collective 6.9
billion hours stuck in traffic. For a country with such productive
potential, this is the definition of insanity. We can do better.
Last year, I co-founded the House Smart Transportation Caucus
along with a bipartisan group of my colleagues in the House
to explore how autonomous vehicles and network technology
pose challenges and opportunities in the transportation industry.
We realized that technology was outpacing Congress’ ability
to process huge changes in our world, and we had to strike a
balance between fostering innovation and protecting our digital
security.
Smart transportation is helping redesign the way we think about
movement from the ground up—literally. Smart sensors in roads
can transmit data to financial centers, eliminating the need for
toll booths that cause bottlenecks and cost drivers millions
of hours per year. They can identify structural problems
with roads and bridges before humans can. They can
provide smart lighting to save taxpayer dollars and reduce
accidents. They can even text you when parking spaces
open up, making efficient use of lots and cutting carbon

emissions from aimlessly roaming vehicles.
Right now, neighborhoods in Canada are testing traffic lights
operating an artificial intelligence system that learns from and
adapts to traffic conditions in real-time. I would urge the Los
Angeles City Council and surrounding neighborhoods to explore
creative options like these, which—as a computer science major
and proudly anti-traffic Member of Congress—I find promising.
And this is not simply about moving people. The Port of Los
Angeles, which facilitated $270 billion in U.S. trade last year, is
working with data analytics companies to connect intersections
and close gaps in the transportation supply chain. This creates
predictability and is good for business.
Unfortunately, the dark side of interconnectivity is that there is
no shortage of bad actors who will jump at the chance to track
location data, steal identities, or even hack into vehicles or cargo.
Ultimately, these technological investments in our workers
and our future are only as good as our ability to prepare for
them. We must be vigilant and ensure consumers are protected
from systems that move to market quickly but lack adequate
testing. That is why Republican Congressman Joe Wilson of
South Carolina and I introduced the Security and Privacy in
Your (SPY) Car Study Act, which would require the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration to implement a timeline
for car manufacturers to adopt a cybersecurity plan for connected
vehicles. This is particularly relevant in Beverly Hills, which
recently partnered with the DMV to test autonomous vehicles.
As we face this brave new world, questions abound. The
best way to answer them is through honest dialogue between
industry, government, and other stakeholders. We need a smart
approach to allow for growth in a smart and secure way. I hope
you will join me as I continue to fight for creative, innovative,
and safe solutions.

Fixing California’s Transportation System
By Richard Bloom, California State Assemblymember District 50 • a50.asmdc.org

Member, Standing Committee on Transportation | Select Committee on Regional Transportation and Interconnectivity Solutions
District Office: 2800 28th Street, Suite 105, Santa Monica, CA 90405 • (310) 450-0041
Our city and region were founded on
a transportation system that was not
only clean but got us around efficiently.
Unfortunately, those of us here today
have inherited a freeway system that
has divided us from our neighbors and
removed us from our communities. And,
while we have taken steps to eliminate
those barriers, today we still largely
don’t drive through our communities,
we drive past them. While this is starting to change, that
change is still too slow. Our overall transportation system is so
underfunded that we don’t get to focus on local commutes like
we should. Instead, we focus too much on expanding freeways

and too little on keeping up infrastructure with a transportation
revenue system that is outdated and declining. Combined with
reduced federal assistance, absent corrective action at the state
level, we will fail to make the changes needed to our overall
transportation system to get people and goods moving as well
as meet our important environmental goals.
However, the Legislature and Governor are hard at work trying
to develop a funding package that will address all of California’s
needs. We do this as we also strive to make investments in public
transit and bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure so that we once
again connect our neighborhoods and provide alternative ways
of getting around. It is my sincere hope that we will accomplish
this goal later this spring.

California Needs to Invest in Transportation Options
By Ben Allen, Senator, CA Senate District 26 • sd26.senate.ca.gov

Member - Senate Committee on Transportation and Housing
District Office: 2512 Artesia Blvd. #320, Redondo Beach, CA 90278 • (310) 318-6994

C

alifornia faces a transportation
crisis, with gridlock, crushing
commutes and significant negative impacts on our environment,
economy and quality of life.

We will never solve this problem without massive, transformational
investments in public transportation that make it easier for people
to get around in a safe, healthy, convenient and efficient way.
Two separate funding bills are pending in the Legislature: Senate
Bill 1, authored by Sen. Jim Beall, and Assembly Bill 1, authored
by Assemblymember Jim Frazier. Both bills will generate about
$6 billion annually. Neither bill dedicates more than 10 percent
of its funds for public transit. For context, 20 percent of the
federal gas tax is dedicated to public transportation. Moreover,
some of the proposed public transit funds are pre-existing while
others aren’t certain to ever materialize.
Our state’s failure to invest in public transportation has led
to major problems. Residents face perpetual gridlock. Our
highways, bridges and surface streets are becoming borderline
non-functional, particularly during commute hours. The public
transportation systems we have serve too few communities and

have insufficient resources to maintain a state of good repair and
expand service.
Los Angeles, while doing transit expansion work and passing
major funding measures, is playing a massive game of catch-up
after decades of focus on private-auto transportation.
It’s only going to get worse if we don’t change course. In the
coming decades, California is projected to grow by 10 million
to 15 million people. If we don’t dramatically expand public
transportation, our economy, environment and quality of life
will be significantly undermined.
Los Angeles just passed Measure M, a major local funding
measure. This half-cent sales tax increase will provide the
funding needed to improve freeway traffic flow, expand the rail
and rapid transit system and allow local communities to make
needed improvements to their neighborhood streets in order to
improve circulation and safety.
I am committed to working with my colleagues in the legislature
to match the efforts of the Los Angeles region, to increase and
improve transportation options for our community, particularly
in the traffic-congested neighborhoods of the Westside.

Transit: Finding Solutions

By Mike Bonin, Councilmember, LA Council District 11 • 11thdistrict.com

Chair - City Council’s Transportation Committee | Vice chair - MTA Expo Construction Authority
West LA Office: 1645 Corinth Ave. #201, Los Angeles, CA 90025 • (310) 575-8461
California’s world-class mass transit
system is now speeding toward Los
Angeles, thanks to voters on November
8, who approved Measure M. Getting
the ballot initiative written and approved
was one of my top priorities, because it
will provide funding for a series of projects that will dramatically
improve the choices people have to get around Los Angeles
- without sitting in the soul-sucking traffic that has become a
too-frequent part of daily life in LA.
Now that Measure M is approved, we can look forward to some

exciting projects for the Westside, such as a rail line through
the Sepulveda Pass to LAX (goodbye, bumper-to-bumper traffic
on the 405!), as well as the extension of the Purple Line to the
Veterans Administration Campus in West LA. Measure M will
also help connect LAX to Metro rail, and it will help fund street
services like filling potholes and resurfacing roads in disrepair.
In addition to Measure M, we are moving forward with my Sunset Traffic Improvement Initiative, which is harnessing the creativity of Brentwood neighbors to find solutions to traffic in one
of the most congested corridors in Los Angeles. I recently identified $2 million to fund two large traffic improvements efforts
suggested by the community – improving the timing of signals
and restriping access lanes to freeway.
We are also giving people more options beyond cars through the
recently- approved “Mobility Plan” and we are working to make
streets safer for pedestrians and bicyclists through a program
called “Vision Zero.”
Reducing traffic and improving safety have been, and will remain my focus for Brentwood and I am excited about continuing to work with neighbors and the SBRA to find and implement
solutions that will get us all moving faster.

What is Measure M?

B

By Denny Zane, Executive Director, Move LA • movela.org

y approving Measure M last November, voters gave the people
of LA County an extraordinary
holiday gift: a $160 BILLION 40-year
transportation modernization and enhancement program (including the
proceeds from Measure R, which passed in 2008 with
67.9% of the vote!

as we expand our transit system, improve our highways,
streets and roads, expand our bicycle network, and fix our
sidewalks. Measure M will also provide more transportation
services for seniors, students and people with disabilities,
and help keep fares low.

Just think: The car capital of the world will finally have a
truly robust and modern transit system—the second largest
(behind NYC) in the U.S.!

Move LA started this ball rolling back in January 10, 2008,
at a conference where we brought together a grand coalition
of business, labor and environmentalists—a coalition that
has grown to include faith-based groups, students, advocates
for seniors and the disabled, and social and environmentalist
justice partners. Move LA was founded at that event, and
with then-LA Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa leading the way.

Just think: 25 years ago LA County had NO rail transit!
Nothing! Nada!
Just think: More than 465,000 good jobs will be created

This Measure M campaign was led by LA Mayor Eric
Garcetti, and won with 71.2% of the vote!

Measure M: Its Impact on Brentwood

L

By Eric Geier, Metro, Community Relations Manager • metro.net

os Angeles County residents’ overwhelming approval for Measure
M’s half-cent sales tax will
improve transportation options for
the traffic-choked region. Developed
through a bottoms up approach,
Metro worked closely with local leaders across the county
to assesses transportation needs, envision meaningful
solutions, and prioritize projects and improvements ranging
from rail, improved bus service, and highway projects.
Measure M includes significant investment in active
transportation infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians, as
well as a robust local return program which will allow smaller
cities to reinvest some of these funds into their communities.

originally scheduled to reach the VA hospital in 2035, is being
accelerated by Measure M funding and could open almost
a decade sooner! Also included in Measure M is significant
funding for the Sepulveda Pass project, which is poised to take
pressure off of the 405 and surrounding streets by providing a
meaningful transit alternative. Additionally, the ballot measure
calls for extending the Crenshaw Line north to connect with
the Red Line, which will provide further traffic relief for
Westside residents and commuters.

Measure M is poised to have a substantial impact on the
Westside in particular. Section 3 of the Purple Line Extension,

More information about The Plan is at theplan.metro.net/wpcontent/uploads/2016/09/factsheet_measurem.pdf

Brentwood Transportation Report

if they would consider alternatives to the stop signs that would
maintain pedestrian safety and limit speeding on Bundy yet
cause less of a back-up on Bundy. While we were unsuccessful,
we are working with LADOT on a regular basis to see if future
impacts can be avoided.

By Lauren Cole, President, Cole Media

SBRA continues to monitor projects that will impact traffic in
Brentwood and to work with the city of LA and the project applicants to reduce traffic wherever possible. Some activities
that we’ve worked in the past year:
Brentwood School (BWS) at Barrington Place just south of
Sunset - We negotiated with the school and the Council Office
to procure a decrease in peak hour traffic contributed by the
school. Over the next several years, BWS will decrease its traffic by somewhere between 12.5% and 40% of today’s levels.
Bundy/Mayfield stop signs - We escalated the discussion to top
management at LADOT (Department of Transportation) to see

Like any major infrastructure, these complex projects will take
time to conceptualize and build, but Metro is committed to
working closely with its neighbors and stakeholders throughout
the process.

San Vicente Specific Plan - San Vicente has a zoning plan put
into place decades ago that prescribes guidelines for buildings
and other areas on San Vicente. A subcommittee of the Brentwood Community Council (BCC) is looking at whether elements of the plan need to be updated. A key point we are working on with the BCC is whether “walkability” can be improved.
Veterans Administration - The VA is looking at adding housing
and other services to the campus. We are working with the VA
and other community groups to come up with ways to minimize
traffic impacts on the neighborhood as these plans are developed.

South Brentwood
Real Estate Update

By Elyse Arbour, Rodeo Realty - Brentwood

H

ome prices have hit record highs! We saw a lot of activity
in our neighborhood in 2016. The mix of single-family
homes that sold has changed from previous years in
that nearly 50% sold for land value to developers. You
have probably noticed all the new construction as you drive
through the neighborhood. Most of the homes sold quickly
and with multiple all-cash offers. There were 17 homes that
sold on the MLS and four that sold off market. The average
price that sold was $2,556,000 and the median price was
$2,275,000. The highest price that sold was $4,425,000 and
the lowest price sold was $1,667,500. The average square
footage of living space was 2519’ and the average lot size
was 7132’. The average price per square foot that sold was
$1,151. Currently, there are only four homes on the market
and one in escrow.
The Brentwood condo market is still on fire! There were 234
units that sold in 2016 with an average price of $966,000
which is a 20.5% increase year-over-year. The median price
that sold was $872,000 which was 14.3% increase yearover-year. The highest price that sold was $2,820,000 and
the lowest price that sold was $300,000. The average square
footage was 1580’ and the average dollar per square foot
was $615. Currently there are 27 condos for sale and 23 in
escrow.
With few properties for sale and high buyer demand, we are
still in a sellers’ market. However, despite the recent strong
sales, there are questions over how long price increases can
last, particularly if mortgage rates continue their upward
climb.
If you have been thinking of selling now is the perfect time!

San Vicente Business Association
By Amber Jamal Eckerlund, Director of Marketing
for Coral Tree Cafe/Baltaire; Co-Founder of the
San Vicente Business Association

W

ith so many unique businesses - ranging from
décor to dining, salons to outfitters, fitness studios
to chocolatiers - our Brentwood shopping center is
truly a vibrant community. Take a stroll through Brentwood
Village, or strut down San Vicente Blvd., and revel in all the
bountiful offerings available here in our very own backyard.
In order to maintain a large portion of our beautiful, blossoming
business community, co-founders Amber Jamal Eckerlund and
Michele Aronson proudly started the San Vicente Business
Association. This provides an opportunity for businesses located
along San Vicente to interact, build relationships, organize
shopping events for the community, and team up to find ways
to improve our beloved boulevard. This brand-new group
welcomes all local businesses that would like to network and
grow alongside their fellow neighbors to improve local shopping
in the heart of Brentwood. To participate or to request further
information, please e-mail us at: sanvicenteba@gmail.com.
We would like to bring special attention to new businesses in
Brentwood that have sprouted since our last Annual General
Meeting. Please be sure to stop by and extend your warm
welcome to Bottlefish, Sweetgreen, SaunaBar, Souliers, Moo
Greek Yogurt & the soon-to-open Pizzana!

proudly
supporting
the south
brentwood
residents’
association!

Visit us at: SouthBrentwood.org
Follow us on Facebook at:
SouthBrentwoodResidentsAssociation

encino

17499 Ventura Blvd.
(818)789-8733

beverly hills
225 S. Beverly Dr.
(310) 553-8733

brentwood

11645 San Vicente Blvd.
(310) 979-8733

www.coraltreecafe.com

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Catering

The Park on Wilshire
By Kristen Montet Lonner, Principal, Burns & Bouchard

H

ave you heard? A surface parking lot at the corner of
Wilshire Boulevard and Stoner Avenue is becoming
a new multi-generational park. The park will provide
an escape from the hustle and bustle of the Wilshire corridor
for everyone. There will be places for young children to play,
spaces for professionals to lunch during the work day and for
seniors to relax.
This community park is the result of close collaboration between many community groups, including the South Brentwood Residents Association, Councilmember Mike Bonin
and the developer, Douglas Emmett. Residents saw a need for
more green space in the neighborhood and worked with Douglas Emmett to imagine how a park could replace the existing
concrete surface parking lot. This park will be a publicly accessible, privately maintained park and an urban oasis.

Brentwood Green

By Jackie Raymond

Brentwood Green is a school/community park, created by
Brentwood residents to improve the playground and to provide
a much needed park for the community. This park is used by
the students during school and by the community on weekends.
Brentwood Green became official when the Brentwood Green
Committee, comprised of community volunteers, wrote a joint

Douglas Emmett is grateful for the support of the SBRA, and
is planning to starting construction later this year on the new
residential tower and the 1-acre community park. If you
would like more information or to provide your thoughts
on park offerings, please visit theparkonwilshire.com.
We look forward to seeing you in the park!
use agreement with LAUSD, the YMCA, and Brentwood
Green. The YMCA put up the money to hire people to clean up
and supervise the park.
On January 23rd, 1999, the Brentwood Green Committee
began to replace the seven acres of cracked asphalt on the
playground of the Brentwood Science Magnet School (BSMS)
with a community park. More than 500 people attended our
Groundbreaking/Tree Planting Ceremony when 88 trees were
planted.
Brentwood Green earned a number of grants, including the
prestigious Anne and Kirk Douglas Playground Equipment
Grant. TreePeople, the DWP, and LAUSD gave Brentwood
Green a special “Cool Schools” grant.
Over two hundred trees have been planted and 15 minigardens created. With the help of Prop BB funds, we created
the infrastructure for air conditioning and irrigation. A jogging
track around the perimeter of the athletic field, sponsored by a
Matching Grant from L.A. City, won an Environmental Award
from the City for using Recycled Tires.
Brentwood Green has become a model for educational
beautification projects – locally, nationally and internationally.
Several other schools have used Brentwood Green as a model.
In early 2017 Brentwood Green donated funds to provide for
keeping the gates open on Saturdays. Once again Brentwood
Green is available for community use on Saturdays from 9:30
am to 4:30 pm. And, courtesy of The Brentwood Farmers
Market, the gates are also open Sundays 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.
Editor’s note: Brentwood Green was created by generous Brentwood residents who volunteered both their time and their money. Tax deductible gifts to Brentwood Green are welcome!
Send your check to: Brentwood Green 		
149 S. Barrington Ave. #194, Los Angeles, CA90049
Contact Jackie Raymond (310) 820-2170 for more info.

Homelessness: Westside Update
By Darci Niva, Coalition Director, Westside Coalition
westsideshelter.org • info@westsideshelter.org

A

ccess to public transportation is a vitally important factor in addressing the crisis of homelessness
we find ourselves in today. Many times, homeless
individuals are rendered immobile due to their circumstances. Adequate public transportation is crucial in affording opportunity to access medical and mental health
services, shelter, affordable housing, case management
and employment. Whether transit enables (or lack of it
constrains) those experiencing homelessness, it will be
an important factor in determining the success or speed at
which individuals or families are able to overcome their
situations and get back on their feet. Transit is merely
one of many issues to be considered in the midst of this
very complex situation.
Meanwhile, community members are faced with growing
encampments, often familiar faces huddled in doorways,
hotly debated public opinions about the WAY to deal
with homelessness, including multiple ballot measures.
Although the intricacies of this situation might seem
daunting, there are numerous actions that communities
can take.
First and foremost, community members can educate
themselves about the situation of homelessness and best
practices. Many communities are hosting public forums

or panels of experts, facilitating lively discussions about
this issue. Many of our agencies welcome the opportunity to send out a staff member to speak at meetings, faith
organizations or neighborhood councils.
Furthermore, neighbors can partner with agencies. We
welcome community members coming with us on monthly joint outreaches. Often, neighbors know people in their
area by name. They know where they sleep and where
outreach teams can find them during the day, so that the
individuals can be connected to needed services.
Additionally, members of the community must vote.
Elections can determine the level of care that agencies
can provide to those in need. Whether it is for funding or
policy changes, voting makes a big difference in what we
can provide for clients.
Finally, think outside the box. There are not enough single bedroom apartments to house all the people who find
themselves on the streets. Shared housing and micro living are just a couple of the ideas that have drawn a great
deal of attention. These ideas are just the beginning of
the innovation that comes out of collective compassion.
The Westside Coalition is a group of 45 organizations
working together to positively impact the Westside.
If you have any questions or are interested in learning
more ways you can help, please email us. Together we
can positively impact our community.

Meet Our Sponsors
BALTAIRE RESTAURANT - Brentwood
11647 San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood • baltaire.com • (424) 273-1660

W

ith a modern and stylish setting, a menu that focuses on allPrime beef, and tableside preparations that demonstrate the
highest level of service, Baltaire redefines the traditional
steakhouse. Opened in March 2015, the expansive restaurant’s airy dining
room, fireside lounge, and sprawling outdoor terrace makes it the ideal
dining destination for a variety of occasions – from a relaxed dinner with
friends, to closing a deal with colleagues over lunch, to enjoying weekend
brunch with family.
Executive Chef Travis Strickland’s upscale, yet approachable menu
spotlights premium meats, complemented by a variety of dishes that celebrate the bounty of the sea and local markets. Beef choices include
bone-in filet, Porterhouse for two, Japanese A5 Wagyu, and 35-Day Dry-Aged Côte de Bœuf. Other options include a seafood tower with
king crab, shrimp, oysters and Maine lobster, a Dover sole filleted and deboned tableside, and an array of soups, salads and sandwiches.
An eclectic and well-balanced wine list from top global producers, signature cocktails, and an extensive rare spirits selection enhance
Baltaire’s menu, service, and ambiance to expand the vernacular of the steakhouse. Baltaire also offers a private dining room for special
functions or celebrations.
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 11:30am-11:00pm • Thursday-Friday 11:30am-12:00am • Saturday 10am-12:00am • Sunday 10:00am-9:30pm

FAZIO CLEANERS - Brentwood
11702 San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood • faziocleaners.com
(310) 820-0469 or 1-888-96-CLEAN • Pick-up & Delivery

F

or over 70 years, Fazio Cleaners has been helping our customers look and feel
their best. Starting as a humble family business, Fazio Cleaners began as an act
of consensus in 1947 around the Fazio family dinner table. Since then, we have
expanded to nine locations: Beverly Hills, Calabasas, Sherman Oaks, Woodland Hills,
Westlake Village, Brentwood, and Las Vegas. The company continues to be familyowned and is run by Steven Fazio.
Fazio Cleaners offers dry cleaning and laundry services, on-site tailoring and
alterations, premium care and preservation for wedding gowns or other high-end
garments, as well as cleaning for household items. Our ultimate goals are to achieve
customer satisfaction and to provide outstanding service, constantly evolving with our
client’s changing needs. Since today’s customers are always on-the-go, we offer pick-up
and delivery, as well as a mobile tailoring service.
All Fazio Cleaners locations offer eco-friendly garment bags made from 100%
recycled materials, hanger-recycling, as well as using an environmentally-friendly cleaning system.
Hours: Monday-Friday 6am-9pm • Saturday 7am-6pm • Sunday 9am-5pm

A Special Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors for their Support of the SBRA!
For Information About the South Brentwood Residents Association
Call (310) 281-8566, or Send an Email to info@southbrentwood.org

Meet Our Sponsors
ELYSE ARBOUR - Rodeo Realty, Brentwood
11940 San Vicente Blvd., Suite 100, Brentwood • (310) 873-4188
elysearbour.com • Elyse@ElyseArbour.com

E

lyse Arbour has been successfully representing buyers and sellers of residential real estate on the Westside since 1997. She specializes in South Brentwood where she lives, works, and serves the community.
Elyse is professional, extremely diligent, ethical and trustworthy. She is very committed to providing outstanding service, attention to detail, expert guidance, and unparalleled personal attention to
make the process of buying or selling a home an event that exceeds your expectations.
In addition to her real estate career, Elyse is actively involved in local community, business, and
charitable organizations as she believes in giving back.
Whether you are thinking of buying or selling a home, you can depend on the knowledge, expertise,
and commitment of Elyse Arbour. Contact Elyse for a free market evaluation of your home.

JACQUES JEWELERS - Brentwood
11740 San Vicente Blvd., Suite 111, Brentwood • (310) 442-1583
JacquesJewelers1@aol.com

F

or over 21 years, Jacques Jewelers has been serving the Brentwood
and surrounding communities by adorning clients in beautiful jewels.
Jacques Tabakian is a tenth generation jeweler and Master Watchmaker.
He studied extensively in Switzerland, where he earned a Master’s Degree in
horology (the scientific study of time and art of making timepieces).
Jacques is known for his expert craftsmanship in repairing, reconditioning
and restoring heirlooms, collectibles, antique clocks and high-end complicated watches. He is available for house calls for special
pieces. As a jeweler and gemologist, Jacques will happily design and make your one-of a-kind
engagement ring.
Jacques Jewelers is managed by Annie, Jacques’ wife of 42 years. They have worked together
side by side since the day they were married. They are now nestled in the San Vicente Plaza at
the corner of Gorham and San Vicente.
The store offers an elegant arrangement of fine jewelry and watches as well as contemporary
pieces. If you are looking for a unique ring, bracelet, earrings, necklace, pendant or brooch, a
visit to Jacques Jewelers chic, yet comfortable, boutique is in order. You will be made to feel instantly at home among the glittering
array of jewelry and the warm, engaging manner of Jacques and Annie.
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-6pm • Sunday & Monday By Appointment

BOTTLEFISH RESTAURANT - Brentwood
11677 San Vicente Blvd. #200, Brentwood • (310) 954-9495 • bottlefish.com

L

ocated at the Brentwood Gardens, Bottlefish is a quintessential neighborhood
restaurant that celebrates responsibly sourced seafood, California’s bountiful
produce and exceptional wine. Open for lunch and dinner daily, Bottlefish offers
a menu that is both innovative and familiar with simply prepared fish and shellfish,
seasonal small plates, an extensive wine selection and a full bar with premium spirit
and handcrafted cocktails.
A glass-enclosed exhibition kitchen, prominently displayed raw bar, floor-toceiling wine display and lively bar area engage guests and showcase the freshness
of cuisine, while a stunning sliding glass wall connects the dining room to a spacious climate-controlled patio, creating a seamless
indoor-outdoor flow.
Hours: Sunday-Thursday 11:30am-10pm • Friday-Saturday 11:30am-11pm

Veterans Administration
(Campus Master Plan)
By Jack Godwin

I

n this column, one year ago, we reported that the VA, in regards to its West LA Campus, had settled a veterans’ suit
by agreeing to use the campus for veterans, particularly for
housing; completed a Master Plan for the campus which includes construction of 1200 veterans’ housing units; and renegotiated relationships with VA land users such as Brentwood
School. We also mentioned SBRA’s concern that a traffic study
had not been completed for campus ingress/egress.
In the past twelve months few significant events regarding the
campus plan—of interest to SBRA members—have occurred. At
the macro level the Master Plan can now move forward, although
it’s still in draft form, because of enabling legislation signed by
President Obama. This bill, sponsored by Congressman Lieu
and Senator Feinstein, permits the VA to use a commercial lease
methodology to fund the capital improvements in West LA, a
technique used successfully at other VA venues. Also during
the past year the VA’s partnerships with local entities have been
solidified. UCLA will be providing family wellness, homeless
veteran mental health, and legal assistance centers. Brentwood
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School will offer veterans expanded recreational, vocational,
educational, and wellness services. Barrington Park will evolve
into a veterans-centric park which is also open to the community.
It is disappointing that the VA has, as yet, not completed a traffic
study. New campus ingress/egress points and increased traffic
volumes could drive our traffic from grid lock to . . . ?
Of general interest, the Old Soldiers Home Chapel near Wilshire,
is designated for renovation. The Chapel’s interior design permitted two simultaneous services, one Catholic, one Protestant,
but the building has not been used since the Sylmar quake of
1971. As a first sign of progress a protective fence now surrounds what is one of the oldest frame structures in Greater LA.

SBRA Communication circa 2017

O

ur mission is to keep you informed about what is
of interest to everyone who lives, works or plays
in our community, so keep your finger on the pulse
of South Brentwood by…

• Checking out our website at: SouthBrentwood.org
• Liking us on Facebook, at:

southbrentwoodresidentsassociation

• Signing up at: southbrentwood.org/email-sign-up/ to receive our emails that alert you to
special events and breaking news pertinent to South Brentwood.
Whether you want to know about planned street closures BEFORE you’re stuck in them, or want to know how
to contact your Member of Congress, or are looking for a kid-friendly event for the weekend, or want to know how
to be ready for an emergency, SBRA has the communication means which works for when/where you need it.

Become a contributor! Share your concerns and good news with us.
If it fits within our guidlines, we’ll share it!

Join or Renew Your SBRA Membership Today!
• South Brentwood is a great place to live, work, and play.
• Life in South Brentwood is more like living in a village than in a large urban center.
• South Brentwood includes singles, young, and not so young, as well as families.
• It doesn’t matter if we own or rent or just work here; we all benefit from the beauty,
cohesiveness, and friendliness of this neighborhood.
• Working together, we keep this special neighborhood lively, vibrant and current.

ANNUAL DUES
Individual or Couple in a Single Family Home or Apartment.....$35 ($20 for Seniors over 65)
Multi-Unit Condo or Apartment with15 units or less: $50......16 units or more: $75
Sponsor......$50-$99 • Benefactor......$100+

To Join or Renew your Membership,
Send a check (payable to SBRA) to:
South Brentwood Residents Association
149 So. Barrington Ave. #194
Los Angeles, CA 90049-3310

To receive email notices of meetings and important announcements, include your email address…and please print clearly!
The SBRA operates solely through the efforts of our
volunteers.
Membership dues go toward expenses such as Website,
Printing, Postage, P.O. Box Rental, Voice Mail, and Meeting
Expenses.
Thank you.

You can now pay through PayPal! Go to: southbrentwood.org/membership

Ready to Make a Move?
Call Your Trusted Neighborhood Realtor Today!

LOCAL EXPERTISE, GLOBAL PRESENCE

★★★ Celebrating 20 Years as Your Neighborhood Specialist (1997-2017) ★★★

ank you Brentwood for your business, loyalty, referrals and friendship.
I look forward to assisting you with all of your real estate needs.

RODEO REALTY, BRENTWOOD

11940 SAN VICENTE BLVD., SUITE 100 LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

OFFICE: 310.873.4188 • CELL: 310.893.9388
Elyse@ElyseArbour.com
C BRE

www.ElyseArbour.com

