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Sustainable Is Attainable!
6:00-7:00 pm - Welcome & EXPO
Government Representatives | Sustainability Experts | SBRA Sponsors
4th ANNUAL “CLEAN OUT YOUR CLOSETS! ”
BRING Your New & Gently Used Clothing

BRING TO RECYCLE
Your Old Cell Phones
And Small Electronics

Organized by Community Productions Inc.
A 501(c)(3)Nonprofit Organization

7:00-8:30 pm - Panel Discussion
Julia E. Stein, J.D., UCLA School of Law

Project Director, Emmett Institute on Climate Change & the Environment

Keynote Speaker

Ben Allen, CA State Senator
Melissa Turcotte, PhD

LA County Public Works

Mike Bonin, LA Councilmember
Lori Yalem
Homeboy Industries

Brought to You By Our Generous Sponsors

South Brentwood Residents Association Represents All Residents Who Live
in Apartments & Condos throughout Brentwood AND in Single-Family Residences
South of San Vicente, North of Wilshire, East of Centinela, and West of Federal.

The changes we
make today shape
the possibilities
of tomorrow.
Sometimes, one small change can create an
echo that impacts the entire community. That’s
why U.S. Bank proudly supports, invests and
volunteers in communities like yours. Because
we believe the changes we make today will
inspire even greater change tomorrow.
usbank.com/communitypossible
U.S. Bank is proud to support the
South Brentwood Residents Association.
Brentwood Branch
11777 San Vicente Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90049-5011
310.405.7140

Member FDIC. ©2019 U.S. Bank.

141604c 1/19

WE’RE PROUD
T O B E PA R T O F
THE SOUTH BRENT WOOD
N E I G H B O R H O O D.

SBRA President’s Message
South Brentwood Residents Association’s
Accomplishments & Big Plans for The Future
By Alisa M. Morganthaler, SBRA President
Did you know that SBRA represents over 18,000 people, including ALL of the residents in South Brentwood, plus anyone
living in apartments and condos anywhere in Brentwood? With
this large voice, SBRA was very busy last year accomplishing
great things for our diverse community. These are a few of a long
list of SBRA’s amazing accomplishments:
• Ensured that new developments and business expansion in or
around Brentwood didn’t worsen traffic, take away street
parking or create noise and that such improvements enhance
the community;
• Ensured that development on San Vicente allows the street to
maintain its walkability and charm;
• Supported the addition of stop signs and left turn signals at
several intersections to improve traffic and safety;
• Served as an interface between South Brentwood and the
LAPD and worked with Neighborhood Watch on crime and
safety issues and homelessness;
• Worked with City agencies to reduce the trash-related Health
Code violations in South Brentwood and advocated for price
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reductions and improvements in the
trash hauling service provided by
Athens to multi-family buildings and
businesses in Brentwood.
SBRA will continue working on each of these tasks and has plans
for additional new projects to keep South Brentwood a great place
to live and work! Just a few of the new projects SBRA will be
working on next year include the following: SBRA will be working
with the VA and the County to ensure that the new VA Metro stop
will be a welcome addition to the neighborhood and will advocate
for a possible Metro Rail stop at Bundy and Wilshire; SBRA will
be representing our community in re:code LA, the most comprehensive revision of the City’s Zoning Code since its adoption in
1946 and with proposed changes to the Brentwood-Pacific Palisades Community Plan; and SBRA has applied to make San Vicente a “Great Street” under the City’s Great Streets initiative to seek
grant money to improve the San Vicente corridor.
SBRA welcomes your input and assistance with these efforts.
Please provide us with your energy and great ideas!

Meet Our Slate of Candidates for Board of Directors
Our Membership Will Vote on the Proposed 2019 SBRA Board of Directors at the Annual General Meeting
PRESIDENT: Alisa M. Morgenthaler
Alisa is a resident of South Brentwood and the
owner of the Morgenthaler Law Group, Inc., a
law firm also located in South Brentwood which
specializes in providing litigation services to local businesses. She has been practicing law for
over 30 years. Alisa is also the President of the
Board of Directors of the Mayfield Gardens Townhomes Association in South Brentwood, a member of the Board of the Brentwood
Community Council and a long-time Board member of the LARC
Foundation, which owns and operates a residential community for
developmentally disabled adults in Santa Clarita, California.

1st VICE PRESIDENT & IMMEDIATE
PAST PRESIDENT: Elyse Arbour
Elyse, immediate past president, has also held
the office of Vice President, totaling 10 years as
an officer. She was on the Board of Directors for
17 years; an SBRA member for 19. She chairs the
New Neighbor Welcoming Committee. For a total of 10 years, Elyse
has been a member of or chaired the Annual General Meeting committee. She serves as a Brentwood Community Council Alternate
for South Brentwood. Elyse is with Rodeo Realty, Brentwood, specializing in our neighborhood for 22 years. She has again generously
agreed to be an SBRA Sponsor and a Newsletter advertiser this year.
Read more about Elyse on page 13.

2nd VICE PRESIDENT: Lauren Cole
Lauren grew up in Los Angeles and has been
living in the South Brentwood/West L.A. area
for over 25 years. She has been an SBRA
Member for the past several years, focusing
on transportation issues. She also serves as the
Transportation Representative to the Brentwood Community
Council. When she is not working on neighborhood issues she
runs a strategy consulting firm focusing on media companies,
Cole Media (colemediala.com).

VICE PRESIDENT, Community Safety:
Pamela Brown
Pamela, a realtor with Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices, has lived in Brentwood for the
past 24 years. She can often be seen walking
her dogs, Harley and Finley, around the neighborhood. Pamela finds that having dogs has helped her to meet
many of her neighbors and believes that the simple act of meeting
and knowing your neighbors may contribute to the reduction of
crime in the area. She has been a member of the SBRA Board
for many years. CERT-trained, Pamela is currently participating
in the LAPD Community Volunteer Training program. A block
captain with South Brentwood’s Neighborhood Watch program,
she encourages everyone in the community to join.

VICE PRESIDENT, Communications:
Susan Hirsch
Susan Hirsch is a native of Southern California
and has been a resident of Brentwood since
1966. She joined the SBRA Board of Directors
shortly after moving to South Brentwood in
2010. Community service has been a theme throughout her life,
beginning with membership in a girls’ community service club in
Manhattan Beach, California where she grew up. Since retiring
from a career of research in Geriatric Medicine at UCLA, she
enjoys travel, t`ai chi, ikebana, assisting with research projects
at UCLA and, of course, her family, not necessarily in that order.

VICE PRESIDENT, Marketing:
Merri Huang
Merri found SBRA when she joined a Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program sponsored by the Brentwood Community
Council. She volunteers for the L.A. Fire Department Foundation which inspired her to become an Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT), and volunteers for Safe Parking LA,
which serves L.A.’s vehicular homeless. As a US National Park
Service citizen scientist, she studies urban animals (coyotes)
because she’s amazed at the number of species in her own backyard!
Merri chairs the AGM, oversees the newsletter, and moderates
SBRA’s Facebook page, striving to keep South Brentwood informed.

SECRETARY: Bear Allen-Blaine
Born and raised in Los Angeles, Bear moved to the
Westside while attending UCLA. She has lived in
South Brentwood for 7 years, and joined SBRA as
an advisory board member last year. She earned
her Master’s of Public Policy and Juris Doctor
from Pepperdine University. She is an executive board member
of the National Lawyers Guild Los Angeles chapter and teaches
speech and debate at Archer School for Girls. She loves helping
others, baking, calligraphy, and succulent gardening. She looks
forward to working to make this community a little more amazing!

TREASURER: Melissa Spagnuolo
Melissa is a fun-loving, sociable person who
thrives on meeting new people and spending
quality time with her friends and family. She
was raised in Apple Valley, CA and has called
Los Angeles home for nearly a decade. Melissa
became a South Brentwood homeowner in 2016
and has loved serving on the SBRA Advisory Board. She is passionate about public service and works for the City of Santa Monica’s
Community & Cultural Services department, and also volunteers
at the VA West LA Campus. Melissa looks forward to serving as
SBRA’s Treasurer and connecting with new neighbors and longtime community members.

Meet Our Slate of Candidates for Board of Directors
Our Membership Will Vote on the Proposed 2019 SBRA Board of Directors at the Annual General Meeting
DIRECTOR: Adrianne Bacci

DIRECTOR: Veronique Millon Trimble

A resident of South Brentwood for over 25 years, Adrianne is
an experienced professional with expertise in accounting operations, software training and consulting. After serving as an
SBRA Advisory member, in 2017 Adrianne added her expert
skills to the treasurer’s office. Theater and dance have been lifetime passions; she remains active in ballet. Adrianne has volunteered for years in the children’s ward at Cedars and UCLA
hospitals, and also volunteers for UNICEF. She looks forward to
becoming more involved in local issues and activities.

Veronique Millon Trimble is a resident of South Brentwood
and has served on the South Brentwood Residents Association
Advisory Board for the past three years. She is a land use and
real estate attorney and alumna of UCLA School of Law and
Georgetown University. Her interests include travel, reading,
and cooking. She is also a member of the Library Foundation
of Los Angeles Young Literati. Veronique looks forward to
becoming more involved in SBRA and the neighborhood. She
will serve as Legal Counsel to SBRA.

DIRECTOR: Len Blum

DIRECTOR: Pam Taylor

Len has served for ten years as an SBRA board member and
Land Use Committee member. Len has been a Brentwood Community Council Member-at-Large representative and alternate
as well as a member of the BCC Land Use Committee since
2009. Len serves as the SBRA representative to the BCC.
Originally from Connecticut, Len is an experienced real estate
lawyer with expertise in condominium development and ownership. His interests include government, politics, baseball, the
Dodgers and his eight grandchildren.

Active on the SBRA board since 1994, Pam has served as
SBRA Vice President and also as Secretary. She chairs the
SBRA Audit and Bylaws Committees. Pam is a member of
the Los Angeles Conservancy, which is dedicated to architectural preservation, serves in a leadership position at Brentwood Presbyterian Church, and supports Beagle Freedom
Project, an organization that rescues beagles used in research
laboratories.

DIRECTOR: Marylin Krell
Marylin, President Emeritus, served as President of SBRA
for eight years and has been Vice Chair of the San Vicente
Scenic Corridor Design Review Board since 2002. A retired
interior designer, Marylin is currently working again with a
former client whose home was destroyed in the San Diego
fire last summer. Marylin sings with a group of women who
perform songs from the Great American Songbook at senior
residences including OPICA, an Alzheimer’s day care center
in West LA. She especially enjoys spending time with her 5
grandchildren who range in age from 7 to 18.

The SBRA Acknowledges
The Many Contributions
of Our Advisory Board
Laurel Davidson
Maya Davis

The SBRA Thanks Our

Norman Schwab

PRESIDENTS EMERITI

Gary Avrech

Elyse Arbour • Marylin Krell • Jackie Raymond
Bette Harris • Marie Lewis

Debbie Simmons

LEGAL COUNSEL

Max Mednick

Veronique Millon Trimble

Jason Wilson
Mark Sleeper

Committed to Sustainability from the Beginning...
By Marylin Krell and Merri Huang

S

outh Brentwood Homeowners Association came into being in response to
plans to rezone all of South Brentwood
to R-3, which would have enabled development of Kenter Creek and the surrounding
forested area. The nearly three acres located north of Wilshire Blvd. and west of
Wellesley Ave. became the focal point of the
community’s effort to preserve a tiny micro
ecosystem from increasing housing density.
Eventually SBRA became the representative for all residents who live in multi-family homes – condominiums and apartments
– anywhere in 90049. Though incorporated
in the early 1970’s as SBHA, in 2010 the
organization took the unusual step of reorganizing to become South Brentwood Residents Association (SBRA) in order to better
represent ALL residents in the area between
Wilshire Blvd. on the south, San Vicente
Blvd. on the north, Federal Ave. on the east,
and Centinela Ave. on the west.

San Vicente Boulevard Looking West at Montana Avenue, 1970.

Photo courtesy of USC Digital Library, California Historical Society Collection

Walking down today’s San Vicente Blvd. the intersection of Montana Ave. evidences numerous changes compared to this photo
from the early 1970’s. And, very soon, from the contemporary Donald Bruce Kaufman Brentwood branch of the L.A. public
library, opened in 1994, the view will include the Frank Gehry-designed office of Thomas Safran & Associates. While the
architecture in South Brentwood looks different, there remains
its legacy of community participation and commitment to
protecting our environment. There’s still a step-back-in-time
feel with trees and open areas. At the same time you have
access to the most current retail, fitness, beauty, and dining
options. We’re the South Brentwood Residents Association and
we invite you to join us!
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Ted Lieu Takes On Climate Change
By Ted Lieu, US Representative, CA 33rd Congessional District • lieu.house.gov
House Committee on the Judiciary | House Committee on Foreign Affairs

District Office: 5055 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 310, Los Angeles, CA 90036 • (323) 651-1040
When it comes to our future, there is no
greater threat than climate change. I believe
that strong federal action is necessary to
protect the air we breathe, the water we
drink, and the world our children will inherit.
Having a clean environment should not be a partisan issue.
We can see the climate crisis unfolding before our eyes here in
L.A. Last fall, wildfires tore through California, making it the most
destructive fire season on record. While those in the West dealt with
fires, communities in the Southeast, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands were recovering from devastating hurricanes.
Climate change isn’t just a niche issue—it impacts every policy
area from the economy to social justice. People living in poverty are
disproportionately impacted by climate change because they have
fewer resources to protect their homes and livelihoods from things like
extreme weather. The impact of climate change forces people to leave
their homes, creates food insecurity and destroys local jobs.
The United States is the world’s second largest emitter of green-house
gases. Failing to protect our planet will endanger the lives of millions,
hurt our economy and jeopardize our children’s future.

As one of the most technologically advanced and richest economies,
the U.S. has a moral responsibility to strengthen our efforts to combat
climate change. That is why I introduced the Climate Solutions Act to
address this urgent crisis. First, the bill sets out a National Renewable
Energy Standard to drive us towards 100 percent renewable energy by
2035. Next, it creates a stringent National Energy Efficiency Standard
to reduce energy usage and save consumers money. Finally, my
legislation sets ambitious greenhouse gas emissions targets to reduce
emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. More than a dozen
of my colleagues in Congress have already cosponsored my legislation
and I look forward to expanding the coalition.
I also support House Resolution 109, Recognizing the Duty of
the Federal Government to Create a Green New Deal, which was
introduced by Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Senator
Ed Markey. It reaffirms our commitment to bold, necessary action on
climate change.
It is urgent that Congress act now on climate change. I have heard
from countless constituents who want bold action and I’m heartened
by their enthusiasm. Together, we will fight for our future.

Sheila Kuehl, L.A. County Supervisor

District 3 • SupervisorKuehl.com • Stephanie B. Cohen, District Director, West/Metro L.A. • SCohen@bos.lacounty.gov

“I hope interested members of the public will join in this very important conversation
about the future of sustainability in L.A. County” from Supervisor Kuehl:

L.A. County Unveils First-Ever Sustainability Plan
By Nik Swiatek | Apr 5, 2019

Anchoring a bold vision to address social
and economic disparities across Los Angeles
County and drive responsible green policies for the future, County
officials today unveiled a draft regional sustainability plan at the Los
Angeles Business Council 2019 Sustainability Summit held at the
Getty Center. The plan outlines what leaders called a “set of strategies
and actions for creating a resilient, inclusive, equitable, and sustainable
County.”
The plan was shared with an audience of local business, government
and nonprofit leaders and elected officials including State Senators
Nancy Skinner and Henry Stern, and City of Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti. A series of community meetings will be held to solicit public
input before a final plan is submitted to the Board of Supervisors for
approval later this year.
“The strategies and actions in the plan address everything from
climate change and water management to energy and land use,” said
Los Angeles County chief sustainability officer, Gary Gero. “We also
tackle transportation, air quality, public health and resiliency concerns
for a truly regional vision for the present and future generations of Los
Angeles.”
Among the plan’s ambitious goals are reduction of on-road diesel
particulate emissions by 100% by 2035, sourcing 80% of water locally
by 2045, and achieving carbon neutrality, or net-zero carbon dioxide
emissions, countywide by 2050. Gero said these and other efforts
outlined in the plan reflect priorities of residents and, if approved by
the Board of Supervisors, would establish a roadmap for building a
sustainable future based on a cleaner environment, a stronger economy,

and innovation grounded in community equity.
Nationally, countywide sustainability plans are rare. And with more
than 10 million residents and 88 incorporated cities, Los Angeles
County is the most populous in the United States — creating
significant challenges for comprehensive green plan design. Through
a partnership with BuroHappold Engineering, the University of
California, Los Angeles, and the Liberty Hill Foundation, the County
convened multiple community workshops that engaged more than 600
stakeholders from nearly 300 organizations for input and solutiongathering.
The resulting plan represents the perspectives of localities and
neighborhoods disproportionately affected by environmental hazards
and social and economic inequities.
Members of the public are encouraged to provide input on the draft
plan. The County has launched a new website, OurCountyLA.org,
where residents can view the plan and provide feedback online.
Additionally, a series of community events are scheduled throughout
the month of May, noted below:
COMMUNITY EVENTS:
May 4, Commerce: Our Voice, Our County: Environmental Fair + Expo
May 11, Exposition Park: Our Voice, Our County: Environmental Fair + Expo
May 18, Wilmington: Our Voice, Our County: Environmental Community Fair

For more information and to RSVP go to https://supervisorkuehl.

com/la-county-unveils-first-ever-sustainability-plan/

The True Costs (and Value) of Responsible Recycling
Original article By Chris Zwicke, Chief Operating Officer (Rev 8-18),
Homeboy Recycling - a California social purpose corporation
homeboyrecycling.com • 1370 E. 18th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021 • (323) 222-3322
In California, growth in labor and other operating costs related
to changing product streams have far outpaced the recoverable
value from electronics. Increased service fees have had to make
up the gap.
Product Design and Lifecycle
● Many electronics manufacturers follow design and service
trends that make items less repairable and less recyclable.
For example: connecting components with glues and adhesives, burying batteries deep in a device, using proprietary
screws, failing to provide service information and diagnostic tools, voiding warranties and/or locking devices repaired
by third parties, etc.
● Many of these tactics are a part of a planned obsolescence
strategy that encourages people to buy new devices more frequently, undermining the resale value of refurbished devices.
Smartphones are often replaced every two years even though
their life expectancy is more than double that.
Hazardous Materials
● Electronics contain lead, mercury, cadmium, and other

heavy metals, as well as brominated flame retardants and other
materials that can be toxic to humans and/or pollute our soil,
water, and air if improperly handled.
Stagnant or Declining Commodity Prices
● While labor rates have increased rapidly, prices for key commodities recovered from electronics have stayed relatively
flat or even declined in nominal terms. When inflation is
taken into account, these trends are magnified.
● Key metals recovered from electronics include steel, aluminum, copper, and gold. Low oil and natural gas prices make
virgin plastics cheap, reducing demand for recycled plastics.
● Tremendous upheaval and uncertainty in trade policy (in the
form of tariffs and other trade restrictions) impacts global
prices for recycled metals and plastics.
What You Can Do
● Beware of “Free”!
● Consider the risks associated with your data, as well as the potential environmental and human impacts of cut-rate disposal.
● Questions to ask:
○ Are you certified to R2 or E-Stewards?
○ What levels of insurance do you carry? May I see a
		 Certificate of Insurance?
○ Where do equipment, components, and residuals go after
		 they leave your facility? Do you or any of your downstream
		 vendors export to developing or non-OECD countries?
● Influence product design by voting with your wallet when
purchasing new electronic devices.
● Buy products that receive high scores for repairability or
recyclability:
○ iFixit Rankings: www.ifixit.com/laptop-repairability
○ EPEAT Rankings: www.epeat.net/
● Consider writing in support of Right to Repair legislation:
https://repair.org/stand-up/

Reducing Current Global Single-Use
Plastic Pollution While Preventing
Future Plastic Bag Pollution!
www.biodogradablebags.com

The Need for Comprehensive Federal
Legislation on Single-Use Plastics

T

By Julia Stein, J.D. • Supervising Attorney, Frank G. Wells Environmental Law Clinic
Project Director, Emmett Institute on Climate Change and the Environment • UCLA School of Law
385 Charles E. Young Dr. East, Los Angeles, CA, 90095 • (310) 825-4841

here are trillions of pieces of plastic debris in the
oceans, and over 700 species have been impacted.
Marine wildlife can mistake plastic debris for food, and
necropsies of birds, sea turtles, and whales have shown stomachs
full with plastic, causing death by starvation or choking. Plastic
pollution affects humans as well: plastic has made its way into
our food, our table salt, and our drinking water, and chemicals
used in plastic, like bisphenol A, have been linked to cancer,
endocrine disruption, and adverse developmental consequences
in children.

are not enforceable; only regulation can create a level playing
field. And plastic production and breakdown is linked to climate
change. Plastic is a petroleum-based product, and by the plastic
industry’s own assessment, plastic production is expected to
increase significantly over the next few decades. This means
the plastic industry’s share of greenhouse gas emissions
will increase as well—some estimates project greenhouse
gas emissions from the petrochemical sector will increase
30 percent by 2050. Studies are now showing that plastic
releases greenhouse gases as it breaks down, too.

Comprehensive federal legislation to address single-use
plastics does not yet exist in the United States. Instead, the
conversation has focused on encouraging foreign governments
to control plastic waste, on making improvements to recycling
and waste management infrastructure, and on voluntary steps
industry can take to improve plastic products and reduce waste.
Missing from that conversation is a critical piece of puzzle:
reducing consumption of single-use plastic at the source to
limit the amount of plastic trash we generate.

In the United States, hundreds of local governments and a
handful of states have taken steps to stem the tide of plastic
entering our environment through source control measures.
Over 370 municipalities have laws that ban single-use plastic
carryout bags, place a charge on single-use carryout bags, or
combine both strategies. Some cities and states are now taking
action to ban other single-use items, like straws, foodware, and
to-go cups. But bans and fees are just one part of a solution
and must be carefully implemented. Beyond bans and fees,
consumer education and extended producer responsibility
programs can also play an important role in source control
efforts, raising awareness and placing responsibility on
manufacturers to manage their products at end-of-life. This
kind of holistic approach to plastic pollution would provide a
national framework to reduce single-use plastic waste.

Source control is important for a number of reasons. Less than
ten percent of our plastic waste is recycled, and many kinds of
single-use plastic waste, like thin plastic bags and Styrofoam,
cannot be recycled at all or cannot be economically recycled.
Voluntary steps to address plastic pollution can be positive but

Safe, Clean Water Program
By Melissa Turcotte, Ph.D • Environmental Engineering Specialist • Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works • 900 S. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra, CA 91803 • (626) 458-5100
Voters in Los Angeles County passed the Safe, Clean Water
Program (SCW Program) with more than two-thirds
of the vote. Los Angeles County is now on a
path to water resiliency and economic security
through strategies, projects, and policies that
increase drought preparedness, improve the water
quality of rivers, lakes, and streams: and ensure
investment in improved quality of life, especially
for underserved communities most exposed to
pollution and vulnerable to climate change.
The SCW Program is expected to generate
approximately $300 million a year in revenue
by establishing a parcel tax of $0.025 per square foot

of impermeable area, with exemptions for low-income seniors
and qualifying non-profit organizations. Of the revenue, 50
percent will be allocated to fund regional-watershed
based projects, 40 percent will be allocated to
cities within the Flood Control District for local
water projects, and 10 percent will be allocated to
the Flood Control District for implementation and
administration of the SCW Program.
The Safe, Clean Water Program is a once-in-ageneration opportunity to improve our outdated
approach to water. It modernizes the County’s
100-year old system using nature and science to
capture more stormwater, filter out pollutants, and
store cleaner water for our communities to use.

Brentwood Transportation Report
By Lauren Cole, President, Cole Media

It has been a busy year! Things we’re working on:
• VA Master Plan – The VA is building much-needed housing for veterans on campus. We’re meeting with them and giving input into their Master Plan to try to minimize traffic impacts caused by adding new staff to support these veterans.
• Purple Line (Wilshire subway) – The VA station will open
in 2026 next to the VA Hospital. We’re worried about horrendous traffic caused by Uber/Lyft and “Kiss and Ride” drop-offs
by car since this station is 0.6 miles from Federal/Wilshire and
will have no parking. We are giving input into Metro’s “First
Mile/Last Mile” plan on how to get people to/from the station.
One idea is to run shuttles from San Vicente and Brentwood
Village. We’ve got a longer term goal to get the Purple Line
extended to Bundy/Wilshire.
• San Vicente Walkability Project – A team of volunteers is
looking at ways to make San Vicente more walkable without
increasing congestion and to improve the median (fewer gopher holes, maybe?). We’ll be doing outreach to get input from
the community, so make sure you’ve signed up for SBRA’s
email list.
Volunteers are welcome on all Transportation projects. Contact
us at https://southbrentwood.org/contact/

Proudly
supporting
the South
Brentwood
Residents
Association!

proudly supporting
the south brentwood
residents associaton

South Brentwood
Real Estate Update

By Elyse Arbour, Rodeo Realty - Brentwood
Brentwood Single Family Home Market - In 2018, 12 singlefamily homes sold in our neighborhood, which was slightly less
than the previous year. The average price was $3,079,000, which
was an increase of 12.9% year-over-year. The median price was
$2,647,000, an increase of 16.4%. The highest price home sold for
$5,105,500, the lowest price home for $1,933,000. The average
price per square foot of living space was $1,113, a decrease of
9.0%. The average lot size was 7,082 square feet; the average
days-on-the market was slightly up.
There were multiple offers on homes that were priced to
sell, though there were some homes that sat on the market
longer and there were even a few price reductions.We also had
our first sale over $5,000,000! Currently there are 8 homes for
sale and 2 homes are currently in escrow.
The first 8 months of 2018 were brisk, then we experienced
a cool down in the last quarter of the year as mortgage interest
rates increased. Subsequently some buyer resistance developed
due to high prices and buyers simply not willing to buy at what
they felt was the top of the market.
Brentwood Condo Market - The condo market was on
fire in 2018. There were 165 units that sold with an average price
of $1,056,000 which was a 5.8% increase year-over-year. The
median price was $1,000,000 which was an increase of 11.2%.
The highest price sold was $3,700,000 and the lowest price sold
was $330,000. The average price per square foot was $688.
Currently there are 27 condominiums for sale and 16 in escrow.

Would you like to become an
SBRA Advisory Board Member?

Join our group of
dedicated volunteers!

Made with love
Applications will be accepted
through June 2019.
Interviews will be held in July.

Order Online!

Apply at:
southbrentwood.org/sbra-application

San Vicente Business Association
By Amber Jamal Eckerlund, Director of Marketing
for Coral Tree Cafe/Baltaire; Co-Founder of the
San Vicente Business Association

For a beautiful day in Brentwood, look no further than our
very own San Vicente Blvd. where you can find an array
of shopping options, some of L.A.’s hottest restaurants,
fabulous fitness studios, opticians, beauty boutiques and
more. Spend a Sunday at the Farmers’ Market, participate
in one of the annual 5Ks, or take your furry friend for a
stroll as you relish the West Los Angeles sunshine.
Although we have so much to offer here along our
stunning Brentwood stretch, we have great improvements
happening, with new businesses popping up nearly
every day. This year, San Vicente has welcomed Guyi
Restaurant, Caffe Luxe’s new location, Kreation Organic,
Jon & Vinny’s and Joe & the Juice. And the new Frank
Gehry-designed offices of Thomas Safran & Associates at
San Vicente and Montana will be opening soon.
In addition to the new businesses, we also enjoyed our very
first Shop Small San Vicente event on November 25th where
over 25 businesses offered discounts and giveaways. And,
shoppers enjoyed music, face painting, balloon twisting and
even a visit from a giant stilts-walker. The event brought
the community out to shop, dine, and support our local
businesses. We look forward to hosting more of these events
in the future with the support of our community.

South Brentwood
Neighborhood Watch Year 2
By Max Mednik & Pamela Brown

Neighborhood Watch is group of neighbors who work together,
to help reduce crime and improve their quality of life. The South
Brentwood Neighborhood Watch (SB NW) is a zone-based
coverage initiative with Zone and Block Captains who serve
as points of contact between neighbors, the SB
NW, and LAPD. Knowing your neighbors–
how many kids live next door? which cars
belong? why is your dog outside?–helps each
block become a “network”. If something looks
unusual the whole network will be alerted. Join
the South Brentwood Neighborhood Watch for your peace of
mind and get to know your neighbors, too! Please contact us
at SBRAWatch@gmail.com. Zone maps are posted on SBRA’s
website on the Public Safety tab under “Neighborhood Watch”.
If you see something suspicious:
• Emergency: Dial 9-1-1
• Non-Emergency: Dial 877-275-5273 (LAPD) and tell your
private patrol company (if you have one, like SSA or ACS
to send a car).
• In either case, post on Nextdoor to inform all your neighbors.
If you post in the Crime/Safety category, it will give you the
option to send an instant message and email to everyone nearby.

Join to help make South Brentwood more secure.

exceptional service
individualized attention
reasonable rates
Resolving disputes for Brentwood businesses and residents for over 30 years

Alisa M. Morgenthaler
11620 Wilshire Boulevard, 9th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90025
Phone: (310) 582-5903
Fax: (310) 409-4129
amorgenthaler@morgenthalerlawgroup.com

www.MorgenthalerLawGroup.com

Meet Our Sponsors
CARUSO
Caruso has created a timeless collection of beloved destinations that reflect
the fabric of the communities in which they live. Crafted with award-winning
design, unbridled imagination, and unwavering dedication to its guests, the
experience at each is at once welcoming and extraordinary. In addition to
its two marquee properties, The Grove and The Americana at Brand, Caruso
develops, owns and operates a growing portfolio of world-class retail, mixed-used, hospitality and residential assets including
8500 Burton Way, its stunning luxury apartment landmark. Caruso just opened Rosewood Miramar Beach, a five-star
beachfront resort in Montecito; and late last year, they also added Palisades Village to their property portfolio, serving as
a dining, entertainment and retail collection in Pacific Palisades. No matter where or what Caruso builds, all its properties
are captivating places where people gather to live, work, shop, eat—and most importantly, enjoy life.

GO GRAPHICS & PRINTING COMPANY- West L.A.
1525 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles • GoGraphics.net • (310) 445-9999

Since 1982, Go Graphics & Printing Company has provided graphic design and
printing services with the highest standards of quality and customer service.
For the last few years, positive reviews from their clients have made Go Graphics
& Printing Company one of Yelp’s highest-rated printers in the Los Angeles area... from
Downtown Los Angeles west to the ocean, and from Mulholland south to Long Beach.
With a conveniently located headquarters in West Los Angeles, Go Graphics offers a
unique mix of low website pricing, customized printing options and full customer service.
Visit their comprehensive printing website at GoGraphics.net to get prices instantly
24/7 on a wide variety of Offset & Digital Printing, Large Format, Event & Trade Show, and
Roll Label Printing options. It is recommended that those who wish to place orders contact
them directly, rather than placing orders on the website, so that there’s an opportunity to
view or assist in creating your print files, and so they can oversee your project from concept
through completion.
Last year, the Go Graphics Promotional & Branded Merchandise division was launched
and they now offer 100’s of useful items, thoughtfully imprinted with your branding and/or
message at very reasonable prices. In addition, they offer corporate awards and gifts.
Visit Go Graphics Promotional & Branded website at: GoGraphicsPromos.com

Find SBRA Online 24/7
Our mission is to keep you informed about what is of interest
to everyone who lives, works or plays in our community, so
keep your finger on the pulse of South Brentwood.

• Check Out Our Website, at: SouthBrentwood.org
• Like us on Facebook, at:

SouthBrentwoodResidentsAssociation

• Sign Up to Receive our Emails that Alert You to Special Events and Breaking News 			
Pertinent to Greater Brentwood, at: SouthBrentwood.org/email-sign-up

Share Your Concerns and Good News with Us

Meet Our Sponsors
ELYSE ARBOUR - Rodeo Realty, Brentwood
11940 San Vicente Blvd., Suite 100, Brentwood • (310) 873-4188
ElyseArbour.com • Elyse@ElyseArbour.com

Elyse Arbour has been successfully representing buyers and sellers of residential real estate
on the Westside since 1997, where she has been a consistent top producing agent. She specializes
in South Brentwood where she lives, works, and serves the community. Elyse is professional, extremely diligent, ethical and trustworthy. She is very committed to providing outstanding service,
attention to detail, expert guidance, and unparalleled personal attention to make the process of
buying or selling a home an event that exceeds your expectations.
In addition to her real estate career, Elyse is actively involved in local community, business,
and charitable organizations as she believes in giving back.
Whether you are buying or selling a home, you can depend on the knowledge, expertise, and
commitment of Elyse Arbour. Contact Elyse for a free market evaluation of your home.

BRÜ HAUS BAR AND RESTAURANT - Brentwood
11831 Wilshire Blvd., Brentwood • bruhauspub.com • @bruhaus • (310) 473-BEER (2337)

BRÜ HAUS is a German craft beer bar and restaurant that boasts an impressive
selection of ever-rotating craft brews from Germany, Belgium and even domestic treats
from the U.S. The extensive 25 draft and 40+ bottle beer menu offers the highest quality
and often extremely rare imports that are unmatched in all of Los Angeles. Annual trips to
Germany are made to research and source the really good stuff.
BRÜ HAUS provides a friendly atmosphere that young business professionals find
ideal for corporate functions and their after-work social outings. Voted Best Happy Hour
in Brentwood, the diverse and delicious food menu has something for everyone. Specialized lunch and brunch menus are also available, along with the daily menu.
With 14 flat screen TVs, a mounted projection screen and surround sound, BRÜ HAUS
is most popular during the height of any sporting event. The open space, full bar and customized menus are favored by multiple alumni groups and team fan-clubs excited to host
their next game watch. BRÜ HAUS takes pride in providing a lively environment for their
guests while respecting their valued neighbors.
So whether it’s a large corporate mixer, a friendsgiving dinner, or even your next
Tinder date, BRÜ HAUS stages the best experience, for that experience.
Hours: Sunday-Wednesday 11:30am-Midnight • Thursday-Saturday 11:30am-2:00am

KREATION KAFE - Brentwood
11754 San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood • kreationjuice.com • @kreationjuice • (424) 372-3087 • Hours: Daily 7am - 10pm

Kreation Organic is a beloved juice, coffee and café group serving organic fare
across Southern California to 17 locations and counting.
Kreation Kafe in Brentwood is a full-service restaurant featuring breakfast,
lunch, dinner and brunch menus alongside Kreation’s popular cold-pressed juices,
koffees and grab & go healthful meals and snacks, all inspired by Mediterranean-Persian cuisine. The entire menu, including breakfast, is available all day
and includes wide range of gluten-free, dairy-free, nut-free, vegan and raw options. With a living plant wall, succulent garden, patio and interactive message
wall, the Brentwood location is the first to feature a bar offering craft beer, wine
and Kreation Kocktails, blending alcohol with Kreation’s signature cold-pressed
juices. Kreation Kafe in Brentwood joins all Kreation locations in its Kreation
Nation Program, a program in which purchases made by guests will go to support

local causes and charities.
Kreation Organic has captured the attention of celebrities, professional athletes, social media influencers and health and wellness
advocates across Southern California. Marjan Sarshar, Founder and CEO of Kreation Organic, opened the first Kreation on Montana
Avenue in Santa Monica in 2007. Kreation is committed to building a lifestyle that is peaceful, yet active, and health-minded, yet delicious.

Join or Renew Your SBRA Membership Today!
•
•
•
•

South Brentwood is a great place to live, work, and play.
Life in South Brentwood is more like living in a village than in a large urban center.
South Brentwood includes singles, young, and not so young, as well as families.
It doesn’t matter if we own or rent or just work here; we all benefit from the beauty,
cohesiveness, and friendliness of this neighborhood.
• Working together, we keep this special neighborhood lively, vibrant, and current.

ANNUAL DUES
Individual or Couple in a Single Family Home or Apartment.....$35 ($20 for Seniors over 65)
Multi-Unit Condo or Apartment Building with 15 units or less: $50 ......16 units or more: $75
Sponsor......$50-$99 • Benefactor......$100+
To receive email notices of meetings and important announcements, include your email address…and please print clearly!
The SBRA operates solely through the efforts of our
volunteers.
Membership dues go toward expenses such as Website,
Printing, Postage, P.O. Box Rental, Voice Mail, Meeting and
Marketing Expenses.
Thank you.

To Join or Renew your Membership,
Send a check (payable to SBRA) to:
South Brentwood Residents Association
149 S. Barrington Ave. #194
Los Angeles, CA 90049-3310

Pay Through PayPal! Go to: southbrentwood.org/membership

Ready to Make a Move?
Call Your Trusted Neighborhood Realtor Today!

LOCAL EXPERTISE, GLOBAL PRESENCE

★★★ Celebrating 22 Years as Your Neighborhood Specialist (1997-2019) ★★★

ank you Brentwood for your business, loyalty, referrals and friendship.
I look forward to assisting you with all of your real estate needs.

RODEO REALTY, BRENTWOOD

11940 SAN VICENTE BLVD., SUITE 100 LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

OFFICE: 310.873.4188 • CELL: 310.893.9388
Elyse@ElyseArbour.com
DRE

www.ElyseArbour.com

